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HILARIOUS GENEROSITY 

Wednesday, August 9 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 9 
 

2 Corinthians 9:6  Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously.  7  Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8  And God is able to bless you 

abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 

 

A family was driving home after church. The father was complaining about everything. He said, 

“The music was too loud. The sermon was too long. The building was hot. And the people were 

unfriendly.” He went on and on, complaining about virtually everything. All the while, his little 

boy was sitting in the back seat listening to all his dad’s complaints. Finally, he spoke up, “Dad, 

you got to admit though --- it was a pretty good show for a dollar!”  

 

We may chuckle at this story, but it should also make us think.  “What is my response to God’s 

call to give?”   Paul says that “God loves a cheerful giver.” The Greek word he uses is hilaros. 

The English word hilarious is derived from this word.  While giving is serious business, it should 

bring us great joy! God wants your heart before He wants your money. Giving is not a “grudging 

obligation.” It comes from a heart overflowing with love for the Lord and His people.  

 

Paul never mentioned how much the Macedonians gave (chapter 9) nor does he suggest how 

much the Corinthians’ should give. God is more concerned with our attitude than with our 

offering. If the heart is right, selfishness will fade away and our giving will bring glory to God 

and generosity to our spirit.  

 

The blessings generosity gives in a believer’s life are not always “in kind.” Those who preach 

that God is obligated to give believers riches in return for their giving are wrong. God’s blessings 

come in many shapes and sizes, both material and spiritual. You can’t out give God! But there is 

a purpose behind God’s blessing.  
 

And God is able to make ALL grace abound to you, so that in ALL things at ALL times, having ALL that 

you need, you will abound in EVERY good work.  (2 Corinthians 9:8, emphasis added)  

 

All that we give as well as our blessings come from God!  God blesses so that we may use what 

He supplies to bless others. Do you see your giving as “getting a good show for a dollar” or are 

you a hilarious giver, seeking to honor and thank the Lord for the blessings He has poured out on 

you?  

 

 


