
DEVOTIONS FOR 2 CORINTHIANS 7-11 
 
 
 

BEGGING TO SERVE 

Tuesday, August 8 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 8 
 

2 Corinthians 8:1  And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has 

given the Macedonian churches. 2  In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 

extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3  For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, 

and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4  they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of 

sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5  And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves 

first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 

 

Jim Elliot’s journal entry for October 28, 1949 read: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot 

keep to gain that which he cannot lose.” The remainder of his short life would prove his 

commitment to this truth. Called as a missionary to Ecuador, Jim and his partners Ed McCully, 

Roger Youderian, Pete Fleming, and Nate Saint began plans to reach the savage Aucas, a tribe 

notorious for their violent attacks on outsiders. After many seemingly friendly encounters, they 

left for a meeting with members of the tribe on January 8, 1956. They would not be heard from 

again. The bodies of the dead missionaries would be found a few days later floating downstream. 

They had been speared to death. Jim Elliot was 28 years old.  

 

Most people would consider this a waste! Five young men cut down in the prime of their lives. 

Yet, as Jim Elliot had said years earlier, this was no foolish sacrifice. God used this tragic event 

to call thousands of people to the mission field (my father among them). He also used Elliot’s 

widow and Nate Saint’s sister to ultimately reach the Auca tribe with the gospel. Today, there is 

a large percentage of Christians among the Auca people, including most of the men involved in 

the murder of the five missionaries. Far from being a waste, God used these men’s lives and 

deaths for the glory and advancement of His kingdom.  

 

We will not all give our lives the way Jim Elliot and the other missionaries did, but we are all 

called to give our lives for Christ! Paul notes that the believers in Macedonia were under extreme 

hardships. They were persecuted and impoverished, yet that did not stop them from giving. It 

appears Paul was reluctant to receive their generosity knowing the dire straits they were already 

in, but these people begged Paul to let them “share in the service of the saints.” This urgent 

desire to give came because “they gave themselves first to the Lord.”  

 

When we give ourselves to the Lord first, our time, talents, and treasure will naturally follow. As 

Elliot said, we cannot keep the things of this world, but the eternal rewards we gain in serving 

Christ can never be lost! When was the last time you begged to serve the Lord? 

 


