
A WORD FOR STUDENTS 

Tuesday, August 7 

Reading: Psalm 119:97-112 
 

Psalm 119:97 Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long. 98 Your commands make  
me wiser than my enemies, for they are ever with me. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, 
forI meditate on your statutes. 100 I have more understanding than the elders, for I obey your  
precepts. 101 I have kept my feet from every evil path so that I might obey your word. 102 I have  
not departed from your laws, for you yourself have taught me. 103 How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 104 I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I  
hate every wrong path.  

 

A U.S Army officer told of the contrast in his pupils when he taught at a military academy. 

During the 1958-60 classes, the students’ attitude was so lax that the instructor had a problem 

even getting the men to stay awake to listen. However during the 1965-67 classes, the men, 

hearing the same lectures, were alert and took copious notes. The reason: these men knew that in 

less than six weeks they would be facing the enemy in Vietnam.
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Psalm 119:99 is a favorite verse for students. Every student likes to think that he knows more 

than his teachers. However, don’t miss the fact that this wisdom comes from a devotion to the 

study and application of God’s Word. Too often our study of the Bible seems irrelevant because 

we have no plans to confront the enemy or be involved with the unsaved world. We have little 

desire to witness or live out our faith before a watching society. Thus we see no purpose for the 

study of the Bible.  

 

As our high school graduates begin collage, we need to encourage them to make the Bible their 

primary textbook. There will be many books to read and many things to learn, but God’s Word 

should always be a priority. Without it, they will not be able to keep from every evil path 

(119:101) or hate every wrong path (119:104). With it, they have God’s light to guide them on 

the right path (119:105). 

 

This does not just apply to our college-bound young people. Every believer must make the Bible 

a priority in their lives. Evangelist D. L. Moody said, “God did not give us the Scriptures to 

increase our knowledge, but to change our lives.” 
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 Every day in the Word should take us one 

step closer to our heavenly Father and prepare us for the battles that lie ahead. Like those soldiers 

who paid attention so they would be ready to fight, so we must pay attention to what the Holy 

Spirit wants to teach us through the Word. The desire of our hearts should be that of the psalmist: 

“Oh, how I love Your law! I meditate on it all day long” (119:97).  

 

I like how English preacher Charles Spurgeon put it. “A Bible which is falling apart usually 

belongs to someone who is not.” 
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Is your Bible falling apart because you are constantly using it? Or does it sit on a shelf and gather 

dust? Are you a student of the Word of God?  
 

 

1 
Michael P. Green, ed. Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, p. 3 
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  https://dailymanna.me/tag/samuel-chadwick/ 

 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Job 40-42; 2 Corinthians 8 


