
DEVOTIONS FOR 2 CORINTHIANS 7-11 
 
 
 

THE OUTHOUSE OR THE WOODSHED 

Monday, August 7 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 7 
 

2 Corinthians 7:9  yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow  
led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way  
by us. 10  Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly  
sorrow brings death. 

 

A young boy who lived in the country had to use an outhouse, which he hated. It was hot in the 

summer, cold in the winter, and always smelly. The outhouse was located near the creek so the 

boy decided that he would push it into the water. After a spring rain, the creek swelled so the boy 

pushed it in.  

 

Later that night his dad told him that he and the boy needed to make a trip to the woodshed. The 

boy knew this meant punishment. He asked his father why, to which his dad replied, "Because 

someone pushed the outhouse into the creek and I think that someone was you. Was it?"  

 

The boy responded that it was. Then added, "Remember when George Washington's father asked 

him if he had chopped down the cherry tree? He didn't get into trouble because he told the truth."  

 

"That is correct," the dad said, "but his father was not in the cherry tree when he cut it down."  
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We can all relate to this boy on some level. Like him, we all have urges to do the wrong thing 

and when we give in there are always consequences for us and others. God sometimes has to take 

us to the “woodshed” in response to the “outhouses” we tip over. Paul reminds the Corinthian 

believers that his “harsh words” in the previous letter had their proper effect. They had brought 

the church to a state of repentance. Repentance is far more than saying a shallow “I’m sorry.” It 

is a deep-felt acknowledgement of wrong and a sincere desire to make it right and never do it 

again! That is what Paul means by a “godly sorrow” leading to repentance.  

 
Maybe someone has caused you sorrow recently by reminding you of where you have failed to 

live up to your Christian calling. Maybe it was God using His Word to “take you to the 

woodshed.”  How did you respond?  Did you let your old sin nature take over allowing your 

pride and resentment to fester and grow?  Or did you respond with godly sorrow leading to 

sincere repentance? 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
1
  cited in a sermon by Perry Greene. “The Truth of Consequences”  https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/the-

truth-of-consequences-perry-greene-sermon-on-consequences-of-sin-181173 

 


