
SAMUEL: THE POWER OF GOD 

Saturday, August 7 

Reading: 5:1 – 7:2 
 

1 Samuel 5:3  When the people of Ashdod rose early the next day, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on 

the ground before the ark of the LORD! They took Dagon and put him back in his place. 4  But the following 

morning when they rose, there was Dagon, fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the LORD! His 

head and hands had been broken off and were lying on the threshold; only his body remained. 
 

In the previous chapter, the people of Israel had treated God’s holy Ark like a “good luck 

charm.” They assumed that merely having it with them would insure victory over their enemies. 

They were wrong! Now the Ark of the Covenant becomes a battle trophy for the Philistines. This 

brought up some serious questions for the people of Israel. “Did this mean that God had lost His 

power? Did this mean that the Philistine god’s were stronger than their God? Did this mean that 

God was no longer present with Israel?” 

 

But while the Israelites were wondering if God had lost His power, the Philistines were about to 

learn that the power of God was alive and well. God would not let them gloat over their victory 

or believe that their gods were stronger than He. Having placed the Ark in the temple of their 

god Dagan in the chief city of Ashdod, they awoke to find their idol had fallen face down before 

the Ark of God. They set it back up only to have it fall again and this time it is broken before the 

Ark. Then God sent tumors (probably hemorrhoids resulting from dysentery) on the people and 

many died. The people cry out to their leaders to get rid of the Ark of God. 

 

They shuttle the Ark from town to town and each time plague and death follow. Finally, the 

Philistine leaders determine to send the Ark of the Covenant back to Israel. Sending the Ark 

home on a cart pulled by cows that had just given birth proved that God was in control. 

Normally, these mothers would head toward their calves and not the other direction. Their 

“lowing all the way” showed that they were being controlled by a greater Force – God himself. 

 

The cows bring the Ark to Beth Shemesh on the border between Philistine and Israelite territory. 

The people rejoice to see the Ark and make a sacrifice to God. The sad spiritual condition of the 

Israelites can be seen in some of the people looking into the Ark, an act clearly forbidden by the 

Law of Moses (They were not even to touch it!). God’s judgment frightens them and they do 

what the Philistines did – they send it somewhere else. The Ark remains out of the public eye for 

decades which further deteriorates the peoples’ spiritual blindness. 

 

Like the Philistines, the world has little respect for God and His ways. However, God still 

reveals His power and sovereignty today. In what ways have you seen God reveal Himself in the 

world around you? How has He revealed His power and control in your life? 
 

 

 


