
SAMUEL: GOD IN A BOX 

Friday, August 6 

Reading: 1 Samuel 4:1-22 
 

1 Samuel 4:17  The man who brought the news replied, “Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army  
has suffered heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has  
been captured.”  

 

The Philistines once again enter the picture. They have been oppressing the people all along and 

now the Israelites decide to do something about it. They gather their army together to confront 

the Philistines at Aphek in northern Canaan but the battle does not go well. The Philistines kill 

about 4000 Israelite soldiers in the battle. The leaders then decide they needed God in the fight 

so they send for the Ark of the Covenant from the Tabernacle at Shiloh which is about 25 miles 

away.  

 

God had instructed Moses to build the Ark to carry the stone tablets of the Law. On its’ lid was 

where the blood was sprinkled on the Day of Atonement to atone for the sins of the people. It 

was a symbol of God’s presence with His people. However, the leaders wrongly believed that to 

have the Ark with them meant that God would be with them. So Eli’s sons bring the Ark to the 

battlefield. The Israelites gave so great a shout when the Ark arrived that the Philistines heard it. 

They became afraid believing that “a god has come into the camp…they are the gods who struck 

the Egyptians.” But then they decide to “be strong” and attack anyway. They did not want to be 

servants to Israel. 

 

The Israelites found out just how wrong they were when the Philistines slaughter 30,000 soldiers 

and capture the Ark of the Covenant. In the battle, Eli’s two sons are also killed, fulfilling the 

words spoken by the man of God (2:34). 

 

A survivor runs from the battle line to inform the priest Eli what has happened. Eli is now 98-

years old and blind. When he hears that the Ark has been captured by the Philistines he falls over 

backwards and breaks his neck. Phinehas’ wife goes into labor when she hears the news that her 

husband and father-in-law were dead. With her dying words she names the baby Ichabod, which 

means “no glory.” With the capture of the Ark by the Philistines, she believed that the glory and 

presence of God had left Israel. 

 

“While we are far too sophisticated in this day to think that we can capture God in a magic box, 

we still make the same efforts to create a God whose presence we can control and use for our 

own interests.” 
1
 When we focus on the ‘trappings’ of religion instead of the Person of God we 

make the same mistake the Israelites did. Having the paraphernalia of God and having God are 

not the same thing! When we put things and programs in place of God we will fail just as the 

Israelites did. 

 

Are you trying to force God into your box? Do you believe going to church and trying to be good 

are substitutes for a personal relationship with the Lord?  
 

 

 
1
  Kenneth L Chafin. The Preacher's Commentary - Vol. 08: 1 and 2 Samuel. Kindle Edition. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalm 139-141; 2 Corinthians 11 


