
1 PETER: FIERY TRIALS  

Tuesday, August 6 

Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19 
 

1 Peter 4:12  Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you,  

as though something strange were happening to you. 13  But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in  

the sufferings of Christ 
 

For nine days in the summer of AD 64 fire raged through the streets of Rome. By the time it was 

over, three districts of the city were destroyed and seven other were heavily damaged. To divert 

blame from himself, Emperor Nero accused the Christians of setting the fire. Since the people 

already distrusted Christians and believed the horrible rumors that were being spread against 

them, they accepted this lie. Hundreds of Christians were martyred in horrible ways for the 

entertainment of the crowds. 

 

This is likely the background for the closing of Peter’s first letter. The benediction of 1 Peter 

4:11 sounds like a conclusion. But the outbreak of the fire and impending persecution prompted 

Peter to write this postscript (4:12 – 5:14). Peter may have been concerned that the officials in 

the provinces would follow the emperor’s example. Though their suffering was about to 

intensify, Peter reminds his readers that they should not be surprised for Jesus Himself had 

promised persecution for His followers. Peter tells them to rejoice because their suffering brings 

them closer to Christ.   

 

The word witness in Greek is martyr. It means to declare what you know. However the witness 

of suffering Christians changed the word to mean those who witness for Christ by their death. 

The strength and peace the Spirit gives during persecution brings glory to God. While He may be 

blasphemed by unbelievers, God turns it to His glory as the word of the gospel spreads.   

 

This judgment has a dual purpose. It gives believers the chance to grow more like Christ and 

glorify God, but it also cleanses the church. Peter knew that times of persecution refined and 

purified God’s people (see 1:6-7).  For “God’s household” this judgment does not result in 

condemnation but in correction. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Time for Judgment to Begin with God’s Household.” Quoting from Proverbs 

11:31, Peter poses this question: If the Christian’s road to salvation is difficult, what will it be 

like for those who reject the gospel? If believers experience temporary judgment from their 

loving heavenly Father, how much more will the ungodly receive everlasting judgment from the 

holy God! This is a sobering thought. The judgment and trials believers experience is nothing 

compared to the judgment awaiting those who reject Christ. We need to (1) pray for those 

believers who are suffering and (2) pray for lost people around us that they will come to faith in 

Christ. 

 

LESSON TWO: “Commit Themselves to Their Faithful Creator.” Because suffering is part of 

God’s plan, we can trust Him to do what is right and best for us. The word ‘commit’ is a banking 

term that means to entrust something to another’s safekeeping. Believers can surrender to God’s 

will because He is the “faithful Creator.” It is He who created them and made them a new 

creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). We display this trust by continuing to do good despite our 

circumstances. If you are a Christian, have you committed your whole life to Christ? Why should 

knowing God as “the faithful Creator” strengthen our trust in Him? 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 141-144; 2 Corinthians 8 


