
SAMUEL: A VOICE IN THE NIGHT 

Thursday, August 5 

Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1 – 4:1 
 

1 Samuel 3:19  The LORD was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of his words fall to the ground. 

20  And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD.    

21  The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.    

4:1  And Samuel's word came to all Israel.  
 

The previous chapter ended with the condemnation of Eli’s wicked sons. By contrast, Samuel is 

faithfully ministering before the Lord. The author specifically mentions that visions and 

messages from God were rare in these days of the Judges. That makes Samuel’s experience even 

more unique and noteworthy. Some years pass. Samuel is now probably around 10 to 12 years 

old.  

 

One night, Samuel hears a voice calling his name. Assuming it is the old priest Eli needing help, 

Samuel runs to his aid. By the third time this happens, Eli realizes that it is the Lord calling 

Samuel and instructs him to answer, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” The message 

God gives for Samuel to deliver is not a happy one. It is a message of doom for Eli’s family and 

a personal rebuke of Eli himself. 

 

Though he is afraid, Samuel obediently delivers God’s words to Eli the next morning. In one last 

lesson to young Samuel, the priest Eli submits to God’s will. While all around were doing “what 

was right in their own eyes,” Eli confirms that what is good in God’s eyes is what really matters. 

 

The following verses transition Samuel from a boy serving under Eli to a man called to be God’s 

prophet and Judge over Israel. God is with him as he grows and speaks through him. While 

messages from God had been scarce, the Lord now continuously reveals Himself to Samuel. He 

is recognized by the entire nation as God’s spokesman and they listen to his words. 

 

In dark and wicked times, God always has a ray of hope. Though Israel had departed from God 

and the priesthood had become corrupt and abusive, God placed Samuel as a light to bring His 

people back. Are you a light in your community? Your workplace? Your home? 

 

Even though it was hard, Samuel was obedient. First, he was obedient to Eli in the little things 

around the Tabernacle. Seeing Samuel’s faithfulness, God knew He could trust Samuel to be 

obedient in bigger things. Are you obedient in the little things God has for you to do?  When God 

looks at your life, does He see that you are faithful and can be trusted to serve in larger ways? 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalm 136-138; 2 Corinthians 10 


