
MATTHEW: FROM FISH TO FAITHFUL 

Tuesday, August 4 

Reading: Matthew 3-4 
 

Matthew 4:18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his  

brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19  “Come, follow me,” Jesus  

said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 
 

In these chapters we see Jesus beginning His public ministry. John the Baptist had prepared the 

way, preaching about repentance and the One who was coming to baptize them with the Holy 

Spirit for the faithful and fire for unbelievers (3:1-12). Then Jesus arrives and is baptized by John 

in the Jordan River (3:13-17). At this time the Father proclaims, “This is My Son, whom I love; 

with Him I am well pleased.” Jesus then immediately goes to the wilderness to be tempted by 

Satan (4:1-11). At every turn, Jesus uses the Word of God to defeat the tempter. After this 

preparation, Jesus begins to publically teach and heal. In the midst of this, Jesus calls His first 

disciples (4:12-25). 

 

Jesus was calling these fishermen to a higher position. They had met Jesus before and put their 

trust in Him (see John 1:35-40). Now Jesus was calling them to give up their nets for a “bigger 

catch.” To acquire this promotion from fish to people they simply had to do one thing: follow 

Jesus!  

 

Think about what this meant! They would be giving up the only life they had ever known. They 

would be leaving behind a lucrative business for the unknown. They would have to trust the Lord 

to take care of them and teach them. If they were willing to do this, Jesus promised that “I will 

make you fishers of men.” The Savior had a definite plan for their lives and He would teach 

them how to get there. These four were up to the challenge. They left everything behind to 

follow Jesus.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. Jesus sees us as who we can become if we allow Him to reshape us in His image. He saw 

these fishermen as men who could turn the world upside-down for the kingdom - and they 

did! The question Jesus is asking us is this: “Are you willing to completely give yourself to 

Me?”  

2. We often focus on what we may have to leave behind to follow Christ, but would it not be 

better to see His call as a promotion! We are moving from a life focused on the things of this 

dying world to a life focused on the things that will last forever. We are leaving the selfish 

mentality of living for ‘me’ to the truth of living for the Lord. What a promotion! It doesn’t 

happen all at once. It is a growing process that requires faithfulness and a close relationship 

with Christ. But it begins with that first step! The great evangelist D. L. Moody let the words 

of his friend Henry Varley penetrate to his very soul:  

 

“The world has yet to see what God will do with and for and through 

and in a man fully and wholly consecrated to Him.” 

 

May we be men and women who answer this call!  
 

 

READ THE NT: Ephesians 3 


