
DEVOTIONS FOR MAY 2 CORINTHIANS 2-6 
 
 
 

UNEQUALLY YOKED 

Friday, August 4 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 6 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14  Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 

wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15  What harmony  

is there between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?  

16  What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the  

living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God,  

and they will be my people.” 17  Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate, says the Lord.  

Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.” 18  And, “I will be a Father to you, and you will be  

my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 

 

 A yoke was a large piece of wood that rested on the shoulders of two like animals in size and 

manner (like oxen or donkeys) to bind them together for work. You could not yoke two different 

animals like one ox and one donkey because they were not like minded and each had different 

strengths.  Only animals with the same strength and same focus to drive forward with the plow as 

a unit could be yoked together. 

 

We might find it humorous to imagine a donkey and an ox trying to plow a field together, yet 

how often do we do the same thing in our own Christian lives.  We usually hear this passage 

taught regarding mixed marriages – the marriage of a believer to an unbeliever.  While this is an 

important and proper application of these words, we do the passage an injustice if we stop there. 

Christians can be “unequally yoked” in many areas of their lives.  

 

Perhaps it is with the friends we hang out with.  While it is not wrong to have unsaved friends (in 

fact how can we ever reach them for Christ if we don’t), it is dangerous to have our closest 

friends be those who do not share our faith.  If the people we spend the most time with are 

always doing or saying things that can damage our testimony, we must consider if this is the 

“crowd” we should be calling our “best friends.”  

 

Maybe your unequal yoke involves where you work.  While we cannot control everything a boss 

may do or say, as Christians we should know that being associated with a business with a bad or 

unethical reputation affects our personal testimony for the Lord.  We may need to take an 

unpopular stand in order for Christ to be glorified in our lives.  

 

These and many other situations can arise as we walk and grow with the Lord.  A basic question 

we must ask ourselves in every situation is “Will this damage my Christian testimony before the 

world?”  Remember! You are the Temple of the Living God! 

 


