
SAMUEL: FATHER FAILURE 

Wednesday, August 4 

Reading: 1 Samuel 2:22-36 
 

1 Samuel 2:23  So he said to them, “Why do you do such things? I hear from all the people about these 

wicked deeds of yours. 24  No, my sons; the report I hear spreading among the LORD’s people is not good. 
 

It is not easy to raise children. When they are babies and cry in the middle of the night, the urge 

is to rush right in and ‘comfort’ them. If this trend continues as they grow up, parents cater to 

their child’s every whim. They never say ‘no’ and thus the child never learns discipline. Parents 

who love their children must discipline them (see Proverbs 13:24 & 19:18).  

 

Eli apparently had not done a good job of disciplining his children as they grew up. There may 

have been a time when Eli could have gotten through to his sons, but that time was past. Now as 

adults, Hophni and Phinehas were driven by their desire to please themselves and not by a desire 

to please the Lord. While a wayward child is not necessarily the fault of their parents, God’s 

rebuke shows that he held Eli responsible for his sons’ wickedness. 

 

Eli is a very weak father. While he does rebuke his sons and warns them of God’s judgment, they 

will not listen. As high priest, Eli had the authority to remove them from their office and thus 

stop the offenses but he does not do this. It gets so bad that God sends a prophet to deliver a 

message of doom. God promises to step in and remove not only Eli’s sons but also Eli’s entire 

family from the priesthood.   

 

But even in judgment, God proclaims hope for His people. “I will raise up for Myself a faithful 

priest, who will do according to what is in My heart and mind.” God would establish this faithful 

priest’s family to serve “before My anointed one always.” Though Samuel would become 

“God’s man” for the next few decades, he did not fulfill this prophecy. In human terms this was 

fulfilled a century later when Solomon took the priesthood away from Abiathar, descendant of 

Aaron's son Ithamar (family Eli was part of) and gave it to Zadok, descendant of Aaron's son 

Eleazar (1 Kings 2:27, 35). Ezekiel 44:15 says that Zadok’s family will serve in the future 

Millennial temple when “the Anointed One” – Messiah reigns on earth. But in the ultimate sense 

the "faithful Priest" and "Anointed One" are One and the same, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is both 

Priest and King (Ps. 110; Heb. 5:6; Rev. 19:16). 
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The lesson of Eli’s family is for all parents and those who help to raise children. Through 

teaching and discipline, we must point our children to God. We cannot leave this great 

responsibility to someone else. Christian parents must show their children what it means to love 

God by the way they live. They should also be actively involved in their children’s spiritual lives 

– helping them learn how to study God’s Word, pray, and serve the Lord. Eli had failed in this 

with his own boys, but succeeded in the raising of Samuel. Perhaps you don’t have children of 

your own or they are all grown. You can still be a mentor to a young person in your church or 

community. 

 

Are you involved in raising the next generation to love and serve God? How might you be a 

more effective example?  
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalm 132-135; 2 Corinthians 9 


