
1 PETER: LIVING THE WILL OF GOD 

Sunday, August 4 

Reading: 1 Peter 4:1-6  
 

1 Peter 4:1  Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because 

whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2  As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil 

human desires, but rather for the will of God. 
 

With the suffering of Christ in mind, believers are to adopt His character. We are to be different. We are 

to no longer think like the world, but instead have the mind of Christ. The term “arm yourselves” was 

used of a soldier putting on his armor. We prepare ourselves to face a hostile world by embracing 

Christ’s life as our own. 

 

We have a DIFFERENT PRIORITY. We no longer are enslaved to sin (see Romans 6:6-7, 11). We no 

longer live for the lusts that used to consume our lives, but instead live according to the will of God. 

 

We also have a DIFFERENT DESTINY. Those who live for themselves and the things of the world will 

one day stand before Christ and be judged for how they lived their lives. But a different future awaits 

those who have embraced the gospel. The phrase “the gospel was preached even to those who are now 

dead” seems to refer to people who heard the gospel and have since died. They were “judged according 

to human standards” by the world and may even have been killed for their faith, but their spirits “live 

according to God” in eternity. The believer’s destiny is to be with the Lord forever. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Live for the Will of God.” It is a natural thing to live based on our wants and desires. It 

is a supernatural thing to live according to the will of God. The particular area of God’s will Peter has 

focused on involves suffering. He has stated over and over that it is God’s will for us to do good in the 

midst of suffering and persecution (see 2:15; 3:17; 4:2; 4:19). It is the Holy Spirit who lives in every 

believer than enables us to achieve this impossible attitude and action. Take a quick inventory of your 

life. In what areas are you living according to the will of God? In what areas do you still need the 

Spirit’s work in your life? What good have you done in the face of struggles and suffering? 

 

LESSON TWO: “They are Surprised that You Do Not Join Them.” The sins Peter lists are a good 

description of what occurred in the pagan temple festivals that had filled the lives of his Gentile readers 

before they were saved. They had wasted much time in this sinful lifestyle. Now that they were living 

for Christ their friends were confused. They could not understand why the believer would no longer join 

them in their revelries and orgies. The believers’ change in priorities would bring hostility from their 

former friends. If you lived in the world for some time before coming to Christ, you may have 

experienced this reaction from those with whom you used to “hang out.” What differences have you 

seen in your life since coming to Christ? What would old friends learn about Christ from the way you 

live now? 
 


