
WHAT IS GOOD? 

Friday, August 3 

Reading: Psalm 119:65-80 
 

Psalm 119:71  It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees. 

 
“If God is good why is there evil, pain, and suffering?” This is how the world views the goodness of God. They 

are happy to accept good things from Him but as soon as something bad happens God gets the blame. 

Unfortunately some Christians believe this false view of God’s goodness as well. They cannot say with Job, 

“Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” (Job 2:10). 

 

Psalm 119 presents us with a true definition for God’s goodness. The psalmist realized that “it was good for me 

to be afflicted so that I might learn Your decrees” (119:71-72). The psalmist’s afflictions had driven him to the 

Scriptures and made them even more precious to him. The bad things that happened to him had shown him the 

error of his ways and made his relationship with God stronger (119:67-68). 

 

Why can we trust in God’s goodness even when bad things happen? 

 

1. BECAUSE GOD CREATED US (119:73) – The Lord made us who we are. He knows us better than we 

know ourselves. When we trust in Him we can know that He knows what is best even if it is painful at the 

time. 

 

2. BECAUSE GOD HAS A PURPOSE (119:75-77) – “In faithfulness You have afflicted me.” Though he 

could not see it, the psalmist knew that God had a purpose in his suffering. Meanwhile, he will trust in God’s 

compassion and take comfort in His promises. 

 

3. BECAUSE GOD WILL USE US IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS (119:75, 79) – The psalmist believed that his 

faithfulness in affliction would be an example to others and point them to the Lord (see 2 Cor. 1:3-4).  

 

Deep in our hearts we believe in a good God. Yet how shallow is our understanding of His goodness, especially 

since we see many things that seem to deny it. Corrie Ten Boom, holocaust survivor and author of “The Hiding 

Place”, clarified the issue for us. She wrote:  
 

“Often I have heard people say, ‘How good God is! We prayed that it would not rain for our church picnic, and look at the lovely 

weather!’ Yes, God is good when He sends good weather. But God was also good when He allowed my sister, Betsie, to starve to 

death before my eyes in a German concentration camp. I remember one occasion when I was very discouraged there. Everything 

around us was dark, and there was darkness in my heart. I remember telling Betsie that I thought God had forgotten us. ‘No, 

Corrie,’ said Betsie, ‘He has not forgotten us. Remember His Word: “For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is His 

steadfast love toward those who fear Him.” ” Corrie concludes, “There is an ocean of God’s love available—there is plenty for 

everyone. May God grant you never to doubt that victorious love—whatever the circumstances.” 
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  https://bible.org/illustration/corrie-ten-boom-0 

 

 

 

 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Job 34-36; 2 Corinthians 6 


