
MATTHEW: JESUS THE KING 

Monday, August 3 

Reading: Matthew 1-2 
 

Matthew 2:1  After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the  

east came to Jerusalem 2  and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his 

star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
 

The first three gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) are called Synoptic Gospels. The Greek word this 

is derived from means “to see together.” These three gospels share many of the same events and 

teachings of Jesus’ life recorded to meet the theme of each author. And so one writer may record 

a certain detail about a miracle that another one does not. They are each telling the story of Jesus 

with their theme in mind. The gospel of Matthew was written for a Jewish audience. Matthew 

wants to prove that Jesus is the long awaited Messiah and so he begins with Jesus’ genealogy 

through David back to Abraham. He also quotes 50 Old Testament passages and alludes to 

another 75 Old Testament events to prove that Jesus fulfilled God’s promises. Though some date 

the writing of Matthew’s gospel later, a conservative date may be around AD 50. 

 

AUTHOR: Matthew’s name means “gift of God.” He is also known by his Hebrew name Levi 

(Mark 2:14; Luke 5:27). He was a tax collector before Jesus called him to become one of the 

Twelve. This fact explains why Matthew mentions coins more than any of the other gospels and 

even includes three terms for money that are used nowhere else in the New Testament. His first 

act was to invite his friends to meet Jesus. His humility is seen by his description of this meal as 

a “dinner” (Matt. 9:9-10) while Luke’s gospel calls it a “great banquet” (Luke 5:29). Matthew 

presents us with more of Jesus’ teachings than the other two synoptic gospels. He gives us the 

Sermon on the Mount (5-7), His instructions before sending out the Twelve (10), His “woes” on 

the Pharisees (23), and the Olivet Discourse (24-25). Tradition says that Matthew brought the 

gospel to Persia and Ethiopia. There are several conflicting accounts of his death from stoning, 

burning, to beheading. All we can say for sure is that he faithfully proclaimed the ‘good news’ of 

his Messiah and was martyred for his faith. 

 

OUTLINE OF MATTHEW 

(1)  Birth & Preparation of the King  Matthew 1-4      

(2)  Principles of the Kingdom   Matthew 5-7 

(3)  Miracles of the King    Matthew 8-9 

(4)  Confrontation with the King   Matthew 10-17     

   (5)  Parables of the Kingdom   Matthew 18-20 

   (6)  Passion of the King    Matthew 21-28 

 

Matthew presents Jesus as “the king of the Jews.” He begins with His royal lineage (Matt. 1) and 

continues with the Magi from the east asking, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews?” (Matt. 2). At the climax of his gospel Matthew records the soldiers’ mocking Jesus by 

saying, “Hail, king of the Jews” and the sign above His cross reading, “This is Jesus, the king of 

the Jews” (Matt. 27). Though they did it in jest, Matthew wants us to realize that Jesus is truly 

the King! Is Jesus the King of your life? 
 

 

READ THE NT: Ephesians 2 


