
DEVOTIONS FOR MAY 2 CORINTHIANS 2-6 
 
 
 

APPOINTED AMBASSADORS 
Thursday, August 3 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 5 
 

2 Corinthians 5:20  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21  God made him who had no  

sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

A 2014 article highlighted the problems of recent nominees for U.S. ambassadors.  Among them 

was Noah Bryson Mamet who was nominated for the ambassador’s post in Argentina.  During 

his confirmation hearing however, he admitted that he had never stepped foot in that country.  

Another nominee, George Tsunis, showed a serious lack of knowledge about Norway’s political 

system – the country he was to be the U.S. representative for! 
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Unfortunately, many Christians are not much better at being Christ’s representatives to the 

world.  The dictionary defines an ambassador as “a diplomatic official of the highest rank, sent 

by one sovereign or state to another as its resident representative.” The Greek word Paul uses in 

these verses was the common word used to describe the person who represented the emperor in 

other lands.  There are two sides to being a good ambassador.  First, you must be a good 

representative of your home country.  Second, you must know the country to which you are sent 

so you are able to reach them with the message you were sent to deliver.  

 

There’s an old song that says, “This world is not my home.  I’m just a-passin’ through.”  As 

Christians we are Christ’s representatives in this world.  Therefore we must live as citizens of 

heaven and not like the rest of sinful humanity.  But we also cannot so distance ourselves from 

the world that we become useless in reaching them.  The hermits and monks who lock 

themselves away from everything cannot be proper ambassadors for Christ!  Jesus proclaimed 

that believers are IN the world but not OF the world (see John 17:14-16).  Thus, as good 

ambassadors, we know enough of how the world thinks and responds that we can present the 

unchanging gospel and appeal to them to “be reconciled to God.”  Christ has already done all the 

work (5:21).  He has simply appointed us to tell others the “good news.”  

 

Do you look more like a citizen of heaven or a citizen of the world?  Do you share your faith 

with others?  Are you a good ambassador?  
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  http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2014/02/07/273106029/ambassador-to-argentina-nominee-has-never-

been-to-the-country 
 


