
SAMUEL: WORSHIP IN SONG 

Tuesday, August 3 

Reading: 1 Samuel 2:1-21 
 

1 Samuel 2:1  Then Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the LORD; in the LORD my horn is lifted 
high. My mouth boasts over my enemies, for I delight in your deliverance.  2  “There is no one holy like the 
LORD; there is no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.” 

 

Charles Wesley was a great preacher in England during the Great Awakening of the 1700’s and 

founded the Methodist movement. But Wesley is most known for the over 6500 hymns that he 

wrote. Many church historians believe people got their theology more from these hymns than 

from his sermons and theology books. The ancient Israelites could say the same. They put their 

faith into songs. Their worship was filled with psalms of what they believed and experienced 

about God. 

 

While it must have been difficult for mother and son to part, Hannah responds with a song of 

praise and thanksgiving. She rejoices in God who is her Deliverer, the Holy One, the Rock, the 

righteous Judge, and the One who changes lives (2:1-5). She delights in God’s sovereignty – He 

rules over all! (2:6-8). Finally, she sings of God’s care for His faithful people (2:9-10). That she 

speaks of God giving strength to “His king” and exalts “His anointed” may be a reference to 

Hannah’s faith in the coming Savior. As the book of Judges has reminded us, there was no king 

in Israel during these days. But God had promised a King who would reign forever. The title 

“His anointed” is the first appearance of the term ‘Messiah’ (Heb. māšiyah) in the Bible. It points 

forward to the fulfillment of God’s promise in Jesus. 

 

In contrast to the faith of Hannah and the faithful service of Samuel, we see the wickedness of 

Eli’s sons (2:11-17). While serving as priests, they abuse the people who come to sacrifice.   
 

“According to the law of Moses, the fat portions of the offerings were to be burnt as a sacrifice to God. The 

breast and right thigh were given to the priest, and the rest of the animal was cooked and eaten by the offerer and 

his family. So Hophni and Phinehas sinned against the people by taking their share and they sinned against God 

by demanding for themselves what had been reserved for God alone” 
1
  

 

These wicked sons dared to put their desires ahead of God and if anyone protested their actions 

they would take what they wanted by force. Not only were these priests “treating the Lord’s 

offering with contempt”, it is implied that their actions caused the people to have contempt for 

the sacrifices as well. 

 

In contrast, Samuel “continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with men” 

(2:26). He served in the Tabernacle in the small ways a boy could. His mother and father visited 

every year and God blessed Hannah’s faithfulness by giving her 5 more children. And Samuel 

“grew up in the presence of the Lord” (2:18-21). 

 

Take some time to study Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving. What does this say about her 

understanding of God?  How should her faith encourage us? Try writing your own prayer psalm. 

Focus, not so much on God’s answer to your requests, but on the Person of God shown through 

Who He is and what He does. 

 
 

1
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalm 126-131; 2 Corinthians 8 


