
1 PETER: HOPE IN HURTFUL TIMES 

Saturday, August 3 

Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 

1 Peter 3:15  But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone  

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect 
 

Peter now turns to the hope believers have even while suffering unjustly. We can have TRUST in God 

because even though the enemy may harm the physical body, they cannot touch the believers’ eternal 

soul. For those who trust in the Lord, persecution is only a momentary pain far outweighed by the 

blessings of eternity (2 Corinthians 4:16-18; Matthew 5:10).  

 

As believers we are to replace fear with faith. Instead of allowing fear to control our hearts, we are to 

“revere Christ as Lord.” Knowing He is in control will help us be the TESTIMONY God has called us to 

be. To “give an answer” is a legal term for a defendant making his case. We must be prepared to stand 

up for our faith in the “court room” of the world with humility, integrity, and respect. A righteous life 

and a ready witness are the best evidence to the world of the truth of the gospel. 

 

Peter wraps up these thoughts by proclaiming the TRIUMPH of Christ. The cross was not a defeat but 

the means “to bring [us] to God” by paying for our sins. The resurrection was the ultimate display of 

Christ’s victory over sin and death. Now Jesus is “at God’s right hand – with angels, authorities and 

powers in submission to Him.” 

 

LESSON ONE: “Give a Reason for the Hope That You Have.” Persecution gives the believer more 

opportunities to share their faith. When people see the patience and faith we should have in suffering it 

will make them want to know ‘why’. Peter’s focus on Jesus’ death and resurrection in the following 

verses reminds us that the message of the cross is at the heart of our hope. What would you tell someone 

who asks why you live differently? Do you understand the simple gospel message and can you share it? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Made Proclamation to the Imprisoned Spirits.” 1 Peter 3:19-22 is one of the most 

difficult passages of Scripture to interpret. There are dozens of views – some good and some bad. What 

we do know is that this is not saying those who have died get a “second chance” at salvation. While we 

can’t go into much detail here, I believe between His death and resurrection Jesus proclaimed His 

victory to the imprisoned demons who sinned during the days of Noah (see Genesis 6:1-3; 2 Peter 2:4; 

Jude 1:6). The proclamation of victory over His enemies gives suffering believers hope for the future. 

The evil forces that are aligned against them have already been defeated by Christ. Just as Noah and his 

family were saved from the Flood, so they will be saved from God’s future judgment that will fall on 

their persecutors. 

 

The statement that “baptism now saves you” cannot mean that baptism is required for salvation for then 

it would not be “by grace through faith” (Ephesians 2:8-9). Just as Noah’s ark is a picture of salvation so 

baptism is a picture of being buried with Christ in His death and raised to newness of life (Romans 6:3-

4). Baptism is an outward picture of what has already happened in the heart. It is the response of a 

believer who is committed to pleasing and obeying God.  
 


