
WORTHY OF THE KINGDOM 

Tuesday, August 31 

Reading: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-7 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:5  All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 

 

As he begins this second letter, the apostle Paul is thankful for the continued faithfulness and 

love of the believers in Thessalonica despite increasing persecution. Notice that Paul’s 

thanksgiving was not directed to the church, but to the One who really made their spiritual 

growth possible – God Himself. Their “perseverance and faith in all the persecution and trials” 

was evidence that they were worthy of God’s kingdom and the salvation to which they had been 

called. That they were “counted worthy of the kingdom” should remind us of the apostle’s 

attitude in the early days of the church. 
 

“They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, 

and let them go. The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering 

disgrace for the Name” (Acts 5:40-41) 
 

“In contrast to the man-centered atmosphere that pervades many churches today, this young 

church had only a God-centered outlook. Instead of being consumed with personal happiness, 

fulfillment, comfort, success, or prosperity, they were living out Jesus’ command to ‘seek first 

His kingdom and His righteousness (Matt. 6:33).” 
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2 Thessalonians 1:6-7 describes a great reversal. Believers who had been suffering and 

persecuted would find rest, while those who had been persecuting them would experience trouble 

from God. In God’s justice, He will repay them by giving them exactly what they deserve. While 

we wish to see persecution end and God’s enemies punished right now, Paul says the ultimate 

judgment will come “when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven.” We can endure persecution 

and trouble now because we know that Christ will ultimately set all things right. 

 

We often have the wrong idea about persecution. We think that if things go wrong we must be 

doing something wrong. But persecution for our faith is evidence that we are doing something 

right! The world will always hate and abuse those who are faithful in declaring God’s message 

(see Jesus’ words in John 15:18-21). We need to keep the words of James firmly in our minds: 
 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that 

the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 

complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:2-4) 

 

Is your faith growing? Does your love show? Is there evidence in your life that you are worthy of God’s kingdom? 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Isaiah 4-6; Philippians 3 


