
MALACHI: SELFISH HEARTS 

Friday, August 30 

Reading: Malachi 3:7-15 
 

Malachi 3:10  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test  

me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and  

pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 
 

These verses show the selfishness of the Israelite people at this time. Israel had a long history of 

turning away from God. And yet God loving called them to return to Him. Their question “How 

are we to return?” implies that they believed they had never left! They selfishly followed their 

own ways and refused to admit their sin had driven them away from God. They were going 

through the motions with no real heart for the Lord (3:7). 

 

Their selfishness was shown in their lack of giving the tithes and offerings required by the Law. 

These were used to fund the work of the Temple and to support the priests and Levites who 

served there. The Levites were not given any land of their own and so depended on the tithes and 

offerings. At this time, the people were keeping this money for themselves which forced the 

Levites to abandon their ministry to find work “to make ends meet” (3:8-9). 

 

God challenges these selfish people to “test Me in this.” If they would simply bring their tithes as 

they were supposed to God would “pour out so much blessing” that they couldn’t handle it! 

God’s blessing would be so evident that the nations would call them “a delightful land” (3:10-

12). 

 

A third area of selfishness was in their attitude about serving God. Their question was “What do 

we get out of it?” Instead of serving God because He is great and is worthy of worship and 

service, they only cared about what they could gain. They said that serving God was worthless! 

Why serve the Lord when the wicked get away with testing God’s holy standards! (3:13-15).  

 

LESSON ONE: “Return to Me and I Will Return to You.” Despite all Israel’s faults and failures, 

God was always there to receive back those who turned to Him in repentance. The same is true 

today. There is no sin that cannot be forgiven. God stands with open arms to receive those who 

truly repent and turn to Him. Are you straying away from God? Turn back to Him today. Is there 

someone you know who seems to be out of the reach of God’s grace? Pray for that person today.  

 

LESSON TWO: “Bring the Whole Tithe into the Storehouse.” Everything we have comes from 

and belongs to God. When we selfishly refuse to give back to God a portion of His blessings we 

rob God of what He deserves. We are also robbing ourselves as God’s blessings do not flow into 

our lives. The tithe (or 10%) is not commanded in the New Testament but the principle of giving 

is! My professor in seminary used to say, “If you don’t believe in giving a tithe because you 

think it is asking TOO LITTLE from you, you have caught the spirit of the New Testament.”   

The New Testament teaches giving sacrificially, generously, and with a cheerful heart. Are you 

giving to support the work of the Lord?  (Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-11). 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Isaiah 1-3; Philippians 1 


