
DEVOTIONS FOR MAY 2 CORINTHIANS 2-6 
 
 
 

NEVER GIVE UP 

Wednesday, August 2 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 4 
 

2 Corinthians 4:16  Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet 

inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving  

for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but  

on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 

My favorite cartoon illustration was found hanging on the door of one of my 

college professors.  It was the picture of a stork trying to swallow a frog.  

The frog was completely in the stork’s mouth but it could not swallow 

because the frogs “hands” were choking the bird’s neck!  The caption of the 

picture read: “Never Give Up.”  

  

The Apostle Paul could relate to this frog’s predicament.  Earlier in this 

chapter, Paul had expressed the difficulties he faced every day.  

 
8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 

despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.  

10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of  

Jesus may also be revealed in our body.  

 

Yet, despite all these things, Paul could confidently state “we do not lose heart.”  How could 

Paul do this?  Because he put his focus on eternal things instead of the temporary.  He knew that 

this old body was wasting away, but his spiritual life was growing stronger as he become more 

like Christ.  

 

I always find it amazing that Paul could call all the persecution and hardships he suffered “light 

and momentary troubles.”  When we read the book of Acts and Paul’s letters we find that he was 

repeatedly beaten, thrown in prison, stoned, shipwrecked, and chased out of town after town (see 

2 Cor. 11:23-28).  Yet Paul, with his scarred body, could say that none of that mattered 

compared to the glories that awaited him in heaven.  

 

Have problems and troubles been wearing you down?  If so, look up! Weighed on God’s scales, 

what lies ahead for believers far outweighs anything the world, the flesh, or the devil can throw 

at us! 
 

“Set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on 

things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 

Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:1-4).  

 

Until then, HANG ON AND NEVER GIVE UP!  

 


