
1 PETER: LIVING GODLY IN A GODLESS WORLD 

Friday, August 2 

Reading: 1 Peter 3:8-12 
 

1 Peter 3:8  Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and  

humble. 9  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because  

to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 
 

As he wraps up his thoughts, Peter quotes Psalm 34. Those who “would love life and see good days” are 

those who have received eternal life. This contentment with God will bring them “good days” no matter 

how bad the situation. The Apostle wraps up his thoughts on living for God in this hostile world by 

presenting several principles believers are to follow.  

 

UNITY – Believers are to be “like-minded.” This follows the example of Christ (Philippians 2:1-5). 

Jesus said that the world would know Him by the unity of His people (John 17:21, 23). 

 

CARE – Believers are to have a special concern for each other. This involves sympathy, compassion, 

love, and humility. We are to consider others first and share each other’s needs and hurts with a loving, 

humble spirit. Jesus said the world would know we are His disciples by our love for one another (John 

13:35). 

 

BLESSING – After addressing how believers are to relate to one another, he now presents how we are 

to relate to the unbelieving world. Echoing the words of Jesus, Peter relates that believers are not to 

“return evil for evil” but are to bless those who persecute them (Matthew 5:44). God has called believers 

to bless and not curse because He has already given them the great blessing of salvation. Believers are 

thus to share this blessing with others. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Turn From Evil and Do Good.” Our words and actions reveal our trust in God in this 

sinful world. We are not simply to empty the evil out of our lives; we must replace it with doing what is 

right. To “seek peace and pursue it” is a common command for believers (see Romans 12:17-18; 14:19; 

Hebrews 12:14). This command applies to both our Christian and non-Christian relationships. Is there 

someone in your life with whom you need to seek peace? What steps will you take to pursue peace with 

that person? How do the principles discussed above help in this situation? 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Eyes of the Lord are On the Righteous.” Here is the motivation for living godly in 

a godless world. The Lord is watching not only to see the bad but He also watches over believers for 

their good. As the caring “Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” (2:25), the Lord always has a purpose 

in what happens to His people. That “His ears are attentive to their prayers” suggests that believers are 

praying for those who persecute them (Matthew 5:44). We can be a blessing even to our enemies 

because we know that God sees, knows, and is in control of everything. Those who refuse to turn to the 

Lord will receive the judgment due them either in this life or the next. How does knowing that God is 

watching help us to live for Him in this sinful world?  How can you be a blessing to someone (saved or 

unsaved) today? How often do you pray for your enemies? Your friends? Your church family? 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalm 133-136; 2 Corinthians 6 


