
MALACHI: REFINER’S FIRE 

Thursday, August 29 

Reading: Malachi 3:1-6 
 

Malachi 3:1  “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you  
are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the 
LORD Almighty. 2  But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will  
be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 

 

In answer to the people’s question “Where is the God of justice?” (2:17), God presents two 

messengers who will bring His judgment. The first will prepare the way for the Lord and the 

second messenger would be the Lord Himself. John the Baptist was the first messenger and Jesus 

is the second messenger.  

 

Malachi 3:1 speaks of Jesus’ First Coming. The word “suddenly” means unexpectedly or 

unannounced. No one in the first century expected Messiah to come as a poor carpenter 

wandering the hills doing miracles and teaching the people about God. Thus they rejected Jesus 

at His first coming when He shed His blood to usher in the New Covenant. 

 

Malachi 3:2-5 speak of Jesus’ Second Coming to judge and rule the world. And no sin can 

endure or stand in His presence when He returns in power and glory. He will purify those who 

trust in Him and make them ready for the kingdom. But He will stand opposed and judge those 

who do not fear Him.  

 

This refining and judging stem from the unchanging character of God. The name He told to 

Moses (I AM = Yahweh) speaks of His eternal nature and faithfulness. Though Israel (the 

descendants of Jacob) were currently living in sin and deserved judgment, the Lord would not 

forget His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He would judge the wicked but refine those 

who would turn to Him in repentance.  

 

LESSON ONE: “He Will Be Like a Refiner’s Fire.” To purify metal you must heat it until it 

melts. The impurities rise to the surface and are skimmed off, leaving only the pure metal. As the 

impurities are removed, the refiner can see his reflection in the clear, pure surface. God uses the 

fires of discipline and trials to purify us as His people. This is never pleasant but serves to 

remove the sins that hinder our relationship with God. As we are purified the reflection of Christ 

in our lives becomes clearer to those around us (read Hebrews 12:4-11). What “impurities” is 

God working to remove from your life? What areas has God already made you more like Christ?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Who Can Endure the Day of His Coming?” It is not unusual for the prophets to 

describe Christ’s First and Second Comings right next to each other like this. They saw His 

coming dimly from centuries away. It is like they were looking at two mountain peaks but could 

not see the valley in-between. This is why the Jewish people did not accept Jesus at His First 

Coming. They were expecting a powerful Judge who would destroy their enemies and set up His 

kingdom in Jerusalem. They did not understand that Messiah must first come as the Suffering 

Servant before He reigns as King of kings and Lord of lords. Are you looking forward to the 

Second Coming of Christ? Have you prepared your heart for His return by receiving Him as your 

Savior? Are serving Him and responding to His “refining” in your life so you can stand before 

Him with joy? 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Song of Solomon 5-8; Ephesians 6 


