
JOHN 1-11: PUNCHING HOLES IN THE DARKNESS 

Friday, August 28 

Reading: John 9 
 

John 9:35  Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe  
in the Son of Man?” 36  “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 37  Jesus 
said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 38  Then the man said, “Lord, I 
believe,” and he worshiped him.  

 

As a boy living in the mid-1800’s, Robert Louis Stevenson was intrigued by the work of the old 

lamplighter who went about with a ladder and a torch, setting the street lights ablaze for the 

night. One evening in Edinburgh, Scotland, as young Robert stood watching with childish 

fascination, his parents heard him exclaim, “Look, look! There is a man out there punching holes 

in the darkness!”
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That is a wonderful description of what Jesus came to do; He came to punch holes in our 

darkness. No story better illustrates this truth than that of the blind man in John chapter nine. 

Jesus meets this poor man at his point of need - He heals his blindness. There is a progression in 

the man’s salvation experience. While his physical blindness is gone, he still does not see clearly 

who Jesus is. When asked by his neighbors how he can see, he tells them “a man they call Jesus” 

healed him. He realizes that Jesus is someone special but at this point still only knows Him as a 

man who helped him (9:8-12).  Later, when confronted by the self-righteous Pharisees for his 

opinion about Jesus, the former blind man proclaims Him to be a prophet. Only one who served 

God could do what Jesus had done (9:13-17).   

 

When interrogated further he admits that he does not know much about Jesus, but he does know 

that “I was blind but now I see.” In his sarcastic remark to the Pharisees about them wanting to 

become Jesus’ followers, he expresses the desire of his own heart to follow Him. He believes 

Jesus must be from God (9:18-34).  

 

Later, after he has been thrown out of the synagogue, Jesus finds him. He is still a seeker - he has 

not come to saving faith because he does not realize Jesus’ true identity. Once Jesus clearly 

reveals Himself the man responds in faith and worship. Unfortunately, the Pharisees who watch 

this scene remain in spiritual blindness because they refuse to believe in Jesus, the Light of the 

World (9:35-38).  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Sometimes coming to faith in Christ happens like a blinding flash of light. But most of the time it 

is a process of growing in one’s understanding - of slowly moving out of the darkness into 

Christ’s light. As Christians, we should be busy helping people along on their spiritual journey of 

faith. We take people where they are and move them in their next step toward Christ. We may 

not be the ones who see them accept Christ, but we can be an important step in their process of 

seeing Christ more clearly. Are you “punching holes” in people’s darkness?  
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READ THE NT: 2 Thessalonians 2 


