
JOHN 1-11: THE GIANT RABBIT IN THE ROOM 

Thursday, August 27 

Reading: John 6 
 

John 6:26  Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs 
I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27  Do not work for food that spoils, but for 
food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed  
his seal of approval.” 28  Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 29  Jesus 
answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” 

 

In the 1950 film Harvey James Stewart plays Elwood Dowd, a middle-aged man whose best 

friend is an invisible 6’3.5” tall rabbit. In one scene, he describes his initial meeting with his 

giant rabbit friend. 
 

"I started to walk down the street when I heard a voice saying: 'Good evening, Mr. Dowd.'  I turned, and there 

was this big white rabbit leaning against a lamp-post. Well, I thought nothing of that, because when you've 

lived in a town as long as I've lived in this one, you get used to the fact that everybody knows your name." 
 

The humor comes from the fact that Elwood is not surprised by this giant talking rabbit knowing 

his name because everyone knows his name in this little town. He is comically missing the point 

that rabbits don’t talk or lean against lamp-posts! 

 

The people in Jesus’ day were also completely missing His point, but for them it was not 

comical, it was tragic. Jesus had just feed the multitude with a young boy’s lunch. The next day 

they go hunting for Jesus because they want another free handout. They have missed the whole 

point of Jesus’ miracle! He provided for their physical need for food so they would realize their 

deeper need for spiritual food - their need for Himself. 

 

When they asked what Jesus’ meant by “do the works God requires” they were expecting a list 

of good deeds they needed to perform. That was what they had been taught about the way to earn 

God’s favor. Jesus replied that only one “work” was necessary - faith in Him! Just as physical 

bread gave them strength and kept them from starving, so through faith in “the Bread of Life” 

their spiritual lives would be saved and strengthened to serve God. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Jesus’ message to them (and to us) is that meeting physical needs is an open door to meeting 

spiritual needs. When people can see how much we really care about them personally, then 

they will be more open to hearing what we have to say. As we share Christ’s love through 

our outreach, we should also be sharing His gospel through our words and actions. To 

paraphrase an old saying: Give a man a fish and he will live for another day. Teach a man the 

gospel and he will live forever.” 

 

2. Jesus did miracles to show people who He was so they could have faith in Him. We reach out 

to the needy to show people who we are - Christ’s body - so they too can come to faith in 

Him. Let’s not miss the giant rabbit in the room! Meeting physical needs is wonderful and 

necessary, but if we are not intentionally building these relationships to meet the deeper 

spiritual needs of people we are missing the point! 
 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Thessalonians 2 


