
DAY OF THE LORD 

Friday, August 27 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:9  For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 10  He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 

 

The Day of Judgment is coming! The Bible calls it “the Day of the Lord.” This term describes 

the period of time in which God judges the world for its wickedness and sets all things right. It is 

described in detail in the Old Testament prophets and the book of Revelation. For unbelievers, it 

is a time of darkness and gloom. For the saved, it is comfort and encouragement for God is 

fulfilling His promises. It is a comfort to know that believers will never experience the wrath of 

God. We are exempt because Christ has already taken our wrath on the cross. That is why Paul 

can repeat Christ’s promise that “whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with 

Him.”   
 

1. GOD’S JUDGMENT IS SURE (5:1-2a) –While the precise time of the Day of the Lord is 

not known, the Thessalonian believers knew what was involved. Through Paul’s teaching 

and their study of the Old Testament prophets, the believers could know that God’s judgment 

would lead to the blessings of the return of Christ to rule and reign. 
 

2. GOD’S JUDGMENT IS SUDDEN (5:2b-3) – Like a thief in the night or a mother’s labor 

pains, the world will be enjoying a false peace and never see the Day of the Lord coming!  
  

3. GOD’S JUDGMENT IS INESCAPABLE (5: 4-5) – The prophets often described the Day of 

the Lord by comparing it to darkness (Joel 2:1-2; Zephaniah 1:14-15). Unlike the unsaved 

world, believers are not in the dark concerning God’s judgment. Christians will not be part of 

the dark hour of God’s judgment because they are not of the darkness but of the light. 
 

What are we as Christians to do in light of the coming judgment of God? As he had done at the 

start of this letter, so here at the end Paul returns to the “three pillars” of the Christian life – faith, 

hope, and love (5:8; see also 1:3). He describes them as the armor that protects us and guarantees 

our final salvation when we will be removed from the very presence of sin – when we will 

forever be with the Lord!   
 

1. BE ALERT! (5:6-7) –Paul uses the word “sleep” here to describe spiritual indifference. He 

adds another layer to their hopelessness by comparing them to drunkards. They are not only 

asleep to the light of Christ; they are in a drunken stupor – actively being intoxicated by 

Satan and the lure of the world. These traits should not be exhibited in the life of believers. 

Instead, they should watch! Though they are living in the light, believers can still act like 

people of the night.   
 

2. BE SERIOUS! (5:8-10a) –The word “sober” describes a person who is of sound mind and 

self-controlled. Believers can live serious lives with Christ’s help. God’s wrath is appointed 

for those who reject His offer of salvation. However, believers have been delivered from this 

through the blood of Christ.   
 

3. BE ENCOURAGING! (5:10b-11) –Believers will not endure the judgment of God but both 

those who are alive at His return and those who have died will experience the joys of eternal 

life. They will “live together with Him.” For Paul, this was the ultimate comfort and reason 

for the saints to “build each other up. 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Song of Solomon 5-8; Philippians 1 


