
JOHN 1-11: COME AND SEE 

Wednesday, August 26 

Reading: John 4 
 

John 4:28  Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people,  
29  “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30  They  
came out of the town and made their way toward him...40  So when the Samaritans came to him,  
they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41  And because of his words many more  
became believers. 42  They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said;  
now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 

 

Missouri’s unofficial nickname is the “Show Me” state. There are several stories about how this 

nickname originated but the most popular attributes it to Missouri Congressman Willard Duncan 

Vandiver. During a speech in 1899, he said: “I come from a state that raises corn and cotton and 

cockleburs and Democrats, and frothy eloquence neither convinces nor satisfies me. I am from 

Missouri. You have got to show me.” 
1
 Regardless of its origins, the nickname has stuck and is 

even engraved on Missouri license plates. It describes Missourians as people who are unwilling 

to believe without adequate evidence. You have to prove it to them! 

 

“Come and see” seems to be a common response to Jesus. When Philip invited Nathanael to 

meet Jesus he used this expression (John 1:46). Even the angels at Jesus’ tomb invited the 

women to “come and see the place where He lay” (Matthew 28:6). Here, it is the Samaritan 

woman who invites the people of her town to come and see. 

 

Jesus took a much different approach in ministering to this outcast Samaritan woman. He 

shatters her cultural prejudices by asking her for a drink, something a ‘normal’ Jew would never 

do. He then links her physical need for water to her spiritual need for Himself – the living water. 

He avoids her attempt to distract with theological arguments and instead focuses on her and 

reveals Himself as the Savior for which she has been longing. 

 

“Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?” Considering her 

past (see v. 16-18), the men of the town may have wanted to know just what Jesus knew about 

THEM! The word “come” has the idea of following someone. This woman is planning on going 

back to Jesus and is inviting them to come with her. The word “see” does not mean simply to 

look at, but to understand or perceive. This woman wants them to understand who Jesus really is! 

“We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and 

know that this Man really is the Savior of the world.” Through the woman’s witness the villagers 

had come to see Jesus, but it was Jesus’ words that proved to them that He was the Savior. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Do we have the enthusiasm of this Samaritan woman? Once she discovered the truth about Jesus, 

she couldn’t wait to tell others. She had come to draw water from the well, but upon meeting 

Jesus she left her water jar behind to go spread the news. Are we willing to put aside our regular 

routine when God opens an opportunity for us to witness? Are we excited about inviting people 

to “come and see”? 
 
 
1 http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/symbol-official-item/missouri/state-nickname/show-me-state 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Thessalonians 5 


