
NAHUM: WASTED SECOND CHANCE 

Sunday, August 25 

Reading: Nahum 1:1-15  
 

Nahum 1:7  The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him, 8  but with 

an overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into the realm of darkness. 
 

Nineveh was the capital of the strong Assyrian Empire. The Assyrians were known for their 

excessive cruelty to conquered peoples. One of their kings, Ashurnasirpal II (883-859 BC) 

boasted: 
 

"I stormed the mountain peaks and took them. In the midst of the mighty mountain I slaughtered them; with their 

blood I dyed the mountain red like wool.... The heads of their warriors I cut off, and I formed them into a pillar 

over against their city; their young men and their maidens I burned in the fire" (Luckenbill, Ancient Records of 

Assyria and Babylonia, 1:148). 
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The other kings followed this sickening example. About a century before Nahum wrote, Nineveh 

had been given a second chance at the preaching of Jonah. But their repentance was short-lived. 

They had returned to their old ways and now God’s judgment would fall. 

 

Nahum begins by expressing God’s power (1:1-6). The prophet then reminds Judah that God is 

their refuge in times of trouble. Though God had used Assyria to inflict punishment on His 

people for their disobedience, He will now destroy their enemies (1:7-14). Nahum ends with the 

picture of a runner coming with the message of Nineveh’s destruction. This good news will bring 

peace and comfort to God’s people.  

 

LESSON ONE: “With an Overwhelming Flood.” Roughly 40 years after Jonah preached to 

Nineveh, the Assyrian army conquered the southern kingdom of Israel and removed them from 

the land (722 BC). Though Nineveh had repented for a short time, they ultimately rejected God’s 

second chance and turned back to their wicked ways. It is interesting that part of the reason the 

Babylonians were able to defeat Nineveh in 612 BC was that heavy rains had flooded the rivers 

that ran under its walls, weakening them and allowing the enemy army to break through. Thus 

they literally were destroyed “with an overwhelming flood.” How sad that Nineveh wasted 

God’s second chance to turn to Him. When has God given you a second chance? Did you waste 

it?    

 

LESSON TWO: “Trouble Will Not Come a Second Time.” Nahum was probably written 

between 663 and 654 BC. About 40 or 50 years earlier, the Assyrian king Sennacherib had 

invaded Judah and surrounded Jerusalem (701 BC). At the prayers of King Hezekiah, God wiped 

out the Assyrian army and the king went home defeated (see 2 Kings 18-19). Ever since, Assyria 

had plotted its revenge. But God promised that it would never happen. They would not cause 

trouble for Judah again. The thought of God’s final justice should bring refuge and peace to 

believers. Evil will NOT win the day. God’s people will be vindicated. Do you ever feel like 

wickedness has gotten “the upper hand”? Do you wonder what in the world God is doing? Have 

faith in God! He will make all things right in His time and for His glory. 
 

 

 

1
  quoted in Elliot E. Johnson. Bible Knowledge Commentary: OT – Nahum, p. 1495. 

 


