
DEVOTIONS FOR GALATIANS 4 - EPHESIANS 2 
 
 

CREATED TO SERVE 

Friday, August 25 

Reading: Ephesians 2 
 

Ephesians 2:8  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the  

gift of God— 9  not by works, so that no one can boast. 10  For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus  

to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
Charles Burnham “Bud” Wilkinson was an American football player, coach, broadcaster, and 

politician.  He served as the head football coach at the University of Oklahoma from 1947 to 

1963, compiling a record of 145–29–4.  In one newspaper quote, he described a football game as 

“40,000 people in the stands who need exercise watching 22 boys down on the field who need 

rest” 

 

This is an apt description of most churches today.  We read Ephesians 2:8-9 and rightly stress the 

fact that good works are not a factor in our salvation.  Paul is clear that we are not saved by 

works but by grace through faith.  However, far too many believers sit back in the stands 

comfortable in their salvation and say “I’m not saved by what I do so it’s OK if I don’t do 

anything after I’m saved!”  They forget to continue on to the next verse (2:10).  Paul is clear that 

while we are not saved BY goods works, we are saved FOR good works! 

 

“Workmanship” or handiwork comes from a Greek word meaning to create.  It was used of an 

artist creating a masterpiece or a poet creating a poem.  We are God’s masterpiece created to 

serve Him.  Paul goes so far as to say that God has specially prepared these works for us to do. 

How many times do we miss the opportunities God has placed before us simply because we are 

not looking for them?  God has “appointments” for us if we are open to His leading and obedient 

to His call. 

 
Colossians 1:10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him 

in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God 

 

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 

in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work 

. 

If we are truly “born again” then it will be displayed in our lives by the good work that we do in 

the Lord’s name.  As the Reformation theologian John Calvin put it: “It is faith alone that 

justifies; but faith that justifies can never be alone.” 
2
   

 

 

 

 

 

 
1
  http://www.barrypopik.com/index.php/new_york_city/entry/football_is_22_people_on_the_field 
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