
DEVOTIONS FOR GALATIANS 4 - EPHESIANS 2 
 
 

I’LL PRAY FOR YOU 
Thursday, August 24 

Reading: Ephesians 1 
 

Ephesians 1:15  For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your  

love for all God’s people, 16  I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my  

prayers. 17  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give  

you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18  I pray that the  

eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has  

called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19  and his incomparably  

great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength  

 

These words of S. D. Gordon, a popular speaker and author at the beginning of the 20th century, 

can be really convicting.  “The great people of earth are the people who pray.  I do not mean 

those who talk about prayer; nor those who say they believe in prayer; nor yet those who can 

explain about prayer; but I mean those people who take time to pray.”
 1 

 

How many times have we ended a conversation with the words, “I’ll pray for you”?  This is a 

fine thing to say, but do we actually carry through and do it!  Has this statement become a cliché 

we use to sound spiritual?  Do we really take the time to pray for each other? 

 

In the letters of the apostle Paul we see many examples of prayer for the Christians to which he 

is writing.  What is interesting is the subject of most of these prayers.  Paul does not pray for sick 

“Aunt Judy.”  His prayers take on a much more personal plea for the spiritual well-being of 

believers.  This is not to say that praying for the sick and hurting is not important.  We are told to 

“bear one another burdens.”  But do our prayers go beyond the physical well-being of people to 

their spiritual health! 

 

In Ephesians 1, Paul petitions the Lord for several things for these dear saints.  First, he asks that 

they may “know Him better” through the teaching and work of the Spirit in their lives (v. 17). 

Second, he asks that they may “know the hope to which He has called [them]” (v. 18).  He wants 

them to experience and rejoice in their salvation and the promise of heaven that awaits them. 

Third, the apostle wants them to know “His incomparably great power for us who believe” (v. 

19).  He wants them to see that power which raised Jesus from the dead at work in their lives! 

 

Do we pray this kind of prayer for our brothers and sisters in Christ?  Are we concerned about 

their spiritual health and not just their physical well-being?  Take some time to study Paul’s 

prayers today and put them into practice in your times with God.  (see Ephesians 3:14-21; 6:19-

20; Philippians 1:3-11; Colossians 1:9-14). 
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