
POURING ON THE PRAISE 

Wednesday, August 22 

Reading: Psalms 135 
 

Psalm 135:3  Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing praise to his name for that is pleasant.” 
 

Psalms 135 and 136 are often called “the Great Hallel” psalms. They were written to be sung on 

feast days in Israel. “Hallel” is usually translated as praise, but its root meaning is to shout or 

shine. These two words give us a fitting definition of what praise is to be. Praise is to be 

exuberant. We shout with joy to the Lord for His goodness. Praise is also pleasant, a Hebrew 

word that means delightful, a joy to be around. We shine when we give praise to God! The same 

word was used in Psalm 133 for believers living in unity.  

 

We can never praise God too much. Nor is the praise we give ever enough to declare His 

majesty. Psalm 135 begins with 5 calls to praise (135:1-3) and ends with five more calls to praise 

(135:19-21). Between them we find four reasons to praise the Lord. 

 

Praise the God Salvation (135:4-5): God had “chosen” Israel (Jacob) to be His “treasured 

possession.” 1 Peter 2:9 calls believers today “a chosen people” and “God’s special possession.” 

Sometimes we take God’s work of salvation in our lives for granted. When was the last time you 

praised God for your salvation? 

 

Praise the God of Creation (135:6-7): Last week I was at Bible camp and one night we laid out in 

the field and watched meteors flashing across the sky. How could anyone look at the 

awesomeness of God’s creation and not praise Him. When we see the enormous variety and 

beauty of the heavens and the oceans or witness the power of a storm we should stand in awe at 

the greatness of God. 

 

Praise the God of History (135:8-12): If you haven’t noticed already, the Israelites loved to 

remember how God had delivered them in the past, especially God’s power shown in the Exodus 

from Egypt and the conquering of the Promise Land. How often do we look back and praise God 

for working in our history? We should be thankful when we see how God has already worked in 

our lives because it strengthens our faith to trust Him for the days to come. 

 

Praise the God of Reality (135:13-18): Unlike the dead, worthless idols of other nations, the Lord 

“endures forever.” I like the way The Message paraphrases Psalm 135:14 - “God stands up for 

His people, God holds the hands of His people.” What a beautiful picture of God bringing justice 

and showing compassion to His servants. Our God is a God of action. He steps into our reality 

and acts in our behalf. Sometimes we don’t even realize it, but God’s hand is always there 

guiding us through.  

 

Praise should not be an attitude we exhibit only on Sundays during worship services. In fact, if 

we don’t praise God throughout the week it is impossible to praise Him properly when we gather 

in corporate worship. Are you pouring on the praise? 
 

 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Proverbs 26-27; Galatians 6 


