
DEVOTIONS FOR GALATIANS 4 - EPHESIANS 2 
 
 

“DOGS” AT WAR 

Tuesday, August 22 

Reading: Galatians 5 
 

Galatians 5:16  So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17  For the 

flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict 

with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 

not under the law. 

 

An Eskimo fisherman came to town every Saturday afternoon.  He always brought his two dogs 

with him. One was white and the other was black.  He had taught them to fight on command. 

Every Saturday afternoon in the town square the people would gather and these two dogs would 

fight and the fisherman would take bets.  On one Saturday the black dog would win; another 

Saturday, the white dog would win - but the fisherman always won!  His friends began to ask 

him how he did it. He said, ‘I starve one and feed the other.  The one I feed always wins because 

he is stronger.’  

 

“This story about the two dogs is apt because it tells us something about the inner warfare that 

comes into the life of a person who is born again. We have two natures within us, both struggling 

for mastery.  Which one will dominate us? It depends on which one we feed.” 
1
 

 

This is a great illustration for our daily lives.  The old sin nature is in a constant struggle with the 

Holy Spirit who indwells every believer.  God did not remove the sin nature when we were 

saved, but He did give us the power to say “NO” to its desires and to obey the Spirit.  The 

contest will be decided by which nature we feed the most. 

 

If our daily lives are consumed with worldly pleasures, fulfilling the desires of our flesh, and 

using what God has given us only for our own personal benefit we are feeding our old nature and 

we will live like the unbelieving world.  However, if we feed daily on God’s Word, prayer, 

fellowship with other believers, sharing our faith, worship, etc. we will grow each day to be more 

like Christ. Which “dog” are you feeding? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1
  Billy Graham.  The Holy Spirit, pp. 92-93  quoted @  

http://fightingthebattlewithin.blogspot.com/2012/04/eskimo-fisherman-came-to-town-every.html 

 


