
LUKE: WORK ON YOUR ATTITUDES 

Friday, August 21 

Reading: Luke 18-19 
 

Luke 19:9  Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son  

of Abraham. 10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 

In these chapters, Jesus is on His final approach to Jerusalem. The parables and encounters in 

these chapters teach us about proper attitudes in our Christian walk. 

 

THE WIDOW WHO WOULDN’T GIVE UP (18:1-8): This parable is about persistence in 

prayer. Jesus uses the negative example to show the positive love of God. Unlike the unjust 

judge, our heavenly Father desires to answer His children, but we must not give up when His 

answer doesn’t come right away. 

 

THE PHARISEE WITH AN “I” PROBLEM (18:9-14): The Pharisee’s prayer is all about how 

good HE was, what HE has done, and how HE was better than everyone else. The tax collector, 

however, knew he was a sinner and threw Himself on God’s mercy. We come to God on the 

basis of His mercy not our merit. 

 

A BLIND BEGGER AND A TINY TAX MAN (18:35 – 19:10): As Jesus enters Jericho (18 

miles from Jerusalem) a blind man calls out to Him for mercy. This blind man reveals his faith in 

Jesus by calling Him “Son of David” (a name for the Messiah). Because of his faith, Jesus 

restores his sight. Next Jesus meets a chief tax collector named Zacchaeus. While the blind man 

had called out for Jesus, the Lord seeks out Zacchaeus and invites Himself the dinner. Zacchaeus 

then does what the rich young ruler would not – after giving to the poor and repaying those he 

had cheated 4 times over he would not have much left of his riches. He is saved not because of 

his giving, but because his giving showed that his heart had been changed. 

 

THE UNTRIUMPHAL ENTRY (19:28-48): As Jesus rode a donkey into Jerusalem, the crowds 

rejoiced and the Pharisees complained. But Jesus was weeping. He realized that the people were 

looking for a political King to free them from their enemies. But He had come as a Lamb to die 

for their sins. Jesus wept as He realized the terrible price they would pay for this rejection. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. How do you measure up with the attitudes we have seen. Are you persistent in your prayers 

or do you give up easily? Do you pray with selfish motives or humbly bring your requests to 

God’s throne of mercy? Are you seeking out those who need to hear the good news?  

 

2. How do we respond to the sin and corruption around us? Jesus responded with tears. While 

we don’t condone or ignore sin in our world, we are not called to drive people away with 

negative expressions of judgment. We can still call sin “sin” and do it with compassion and 

love. Jesus’ weeping over the very people who were about to kill Him is our example. His 

words of forgiveness from the cross should be our guide. The tears of Jesus over sin should 

flow from our eyes. 
 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Thessalonians 2 


