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SLAVE OR FREE? 

Monday, August 21 

Reading: Galatians 4 
 

Galatians 4:28  Now you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29  At that time  
the son born according to the flesh persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same  
now. 30  But what does Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s 
son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” 31  Therefore, brothers and sisters,  
we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman. 

 

The events Paul is referring to are found in the book of Genesis.  God had promised that 

Abraham would be the father of many nations and yet for 11 years he had remained childless. 

Instead of waiting for God’s timing, Abraham and Sarah act on their own and conceive a child 

through Sarah’s maidservant Hagar – Ishmael (Genesis 16).  Fourteen years later, God fulfilled 

His promise and Sarah bore a son – Isaac.  He would be the heir to the covenant, not Ishmael. 

When Isaac was weaned, the teenage Ishmael made fun of his younger brother.  This upset Sarah 

and she demanded that Hagar and her son be banished.  God told Abraham to listen to his wife 

and send them away (Genesis 21). 

 

Paul uses this story as an allegory for the relationship between the Law and the Christian. 

Ishmael was not the child of promise but the result of Abraham’s lack of faith.  He is a picture of 

the Law given at Mount Sinai. Isaac, as the child of promise, pictures those who are saved by 

faith and are destined for the New Jerusalem – their heavenly home.  Ishmael was born through 

the human efforts of Abraham and Sarah (“the ordinary way”).  Isaac’s was a miracle birth (“by 

the power of the Spirit”).  Likewise, those who come to Christ cannot do so by their own efforts 

(obeying the Law/being “good”).  The new birth is a miracle that only God can perform.  Those 

who try to earn their salvation remain slaves and will never reach their goal.  Salvation comes as 

the free gift of God received by faith alone – plus nothing! 

 

This is why there is always conflict between those who believe by faith and those who add works 

to salvation.  Just as Ishmael “persecuted” Isaac, so those who hold to a false gospel will always 

persecute God’s true children.  Human reasoning cannot accept a salvation for which they do not 

have to work.  “I have to DO something or it is worthless!” they will say.  But the Bible reveals 

that it is impossible for human beings to be completely obedient to the Law.  That is why the 

“good news” is that Jesus did what we could not do!  He perfectly obeyed God’s Law and then 

took our punishment so we could live free in Him. 
 

John 8:31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are My 

disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free…34 Most assuredly,  

I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 35 And a slave does not abide in the house forever,  

but a son abides forever. 36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 

 

 


