
ROMANS: ISRAEL’S PRESENT REJECTION 

Tuesday, August 20 

Reading: Romans 11:1-12 
 

Romans 11:11  Again I ask: Did [Israel] stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather,  

because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious.  
 

Though the nation of Israel has reject Jesus as their Messiah, God has not totally rejected them 

nor forgot His promises to Abraham. The Apostle Paul proves this by pointing to himself as an 

Israelite from the tribe of Benjamin. Like him, many Jews had accepted Jesus as Savior by faith 

and not by depending on the Law of Moses. 

 

Paul also cites the Old Testament story of Elijah (1 Kings 19). He complained that all of Israel 

had abandoned God to worship Baal and that he was the only faithful Israelite left. God corrects 

Elijah be telling the prophet that there were still 7000 people in Israel who had not bowed down 

to Baal. Like in Elijah’s day, Paul knows God always has a faithful remnant. This is also true 

today. Many Jews have accepted Jesus as their Messiah and been saved. 

 

Paul now quotes three Old Testament passages (Deuteronomy 29:4, Isaiah 29:10, Psalm 69:22-

23) to show that Israel’s continual rejection of God’s Word had hardened their hearts and blinded 

their eyes to the truth. 

 

But Israel’s rejection also served another purpose. It opened the door of salvation to the Gentiles. 

When the Jewish people see God’s grace and blessing on the Gentiles, it would make them 

jealous and turn the back to their Messiah, Jesus. Paul is excited as he states that Israel’s 

rejection of Messiah has brought the riches of the gospel for the world. How much more will the 

riches of God be when Israel finally turns back to Him. 

 

LESSON ONE: “It Cannot Be Based on Works; If It Were, Grace Would No Longer Be Grace.” 

The nation of Israel tried to reach God by obeying the Law of Moses. They thought if they did 

enough good, God would accept them. However, salvation has always been by grace through 

faith. The Law was given to show us God’s holy standards and point us to our need for a Savior. 

NO ONE was ever saved by keeping the law. They were saved by faith and obedience to the 

promises of God. Living by grace means that we keep our eyes and hearts on Jesus. That we 

allow the Holy Spirit who lives in us to guide our every thought and action.  

 
Galatians 5:16  So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 

 

Is Jesus Christ the center of your Christian walk? Or is a list of rules what you focus on? What 

does “living by grace” look in your life?  

 

LESSON TWO: “May Their Table Become a Snare and a Trap.” Romans 11:9 is a quote from 

Psalm 69:22-23. Interestingly this psalm was originally written as a curse upon Israel’s enemies. 

Under the inspiration of the Spirit, Paul now turns this curse back on Israel! The blessings of 

God (“their table”) should have led them to the Savior but had instead become a trap. Their 

blessings had led to pride that led them away from God. How should God’s blessings affect your 

life? How can we misuse the blessings of God and thus be drawn away from Him?  

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Proverbs 22-24; Galatians 5 


