
MALACHI: UNFAITHFUL HEARTS 

Saturday, August 1 

Reading: Malachi 1-2 
 

Malachi 2:5  “My covenant was with him, a covenant of life and peace, and I gave them to him; this  

called for reverence and he revered me and stood in awe of my name. 6  True instruction was in his  

mouth and nothing false was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and  

turned many from sin. 7  “For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, because he is the  

messenger of the LORD Almighty and people seek instruction from his mouth. 
 

Haggai aims his first questions at the priests. They showed contempt for God by offering blind, 

lame, and diseased animals instead of the perfect spotless lamb that was required (1:6-14). And 

they didn’t seem to see the problem! To God these defiled sacrifices were “useless” and 

contemptible. God says, “I am not pleased with you and I will accept no offering from your 

hands” (1:10). The priests were also leading the people astray by their teaching (2:1-9). They 

were ignoring their God-given task to teach God’s Word and were acting only in their own self-

interest. Since they had treated God with contempt, the Lord would treat them with contempt. 

 

Following their leaders example, the people were also unfaithful to God. The marriage covenant 

was a picture of the people’s relationship to God. But they married foreign women who 

worshipped other gods. In fact, they were divorcing their older Jewish wives in favor of these 

younger pagan wives! And then they wondered why God would not bless them (2:10-16). Their 

faith had been so “watered down” they did not see why their actions should affect their spiritual 

relationship with the Lord. This passage shows that marriage and the family are very important 

to God. 

 

God was tired of the people’s questions and complaints. They questioned God’s justice by 

claiming that He is pleased with “all who do evil” (2:17). However, they failed to recognize that 

their own actions were wicked and this is what withheld God’s blessings.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. “O That One of You Would Shut the Temple Doors.” The defiled sacrifices reveal the defiled 

hearts of God’s people. Not only will God refuse to accept their offerings, He wishes they 

would just close the whole Temple down instead of making these vile sacrifices from sinful 

hearts. Sacrifice without heart devotion is worthless! They were offering God their 

“leftovers” instead of their best. Today, we can be guilty of the same. When we spend a 

majority of our time and resources on worthless pleasures and fail to give God the honor and 

service He deserves we fall into the same trap as the Israelites. God would rather see the 

church close, then to see it filled with half-hearted worshippers who are just “playing” at 

Christianity. Does your worship, service, and giving to God honor Him? Are you giving your 

best to Him? 

 

2. “If You Do Not Resolve To Honor My Name.” The word “resolve” literally means ‘to lay it 

to heart.’ These priests apparently had no shame or regret for their actions. Despite the 

warning of God’s prophet their hearts were unmoved. It is sad that some Christians can sit in 

church and hear God’s Word proclaimed faithfully and yet their hearts remain unchanged. 

Like these priests, their life is focused on their own will instead of the will of God. How do 

you respond to God’s Word? When was the last time God’s Word provoked you to action 

and change some part of your life? 
 


