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LIFTING THE VEIL 

Tuesday, August 1 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 3 
 

2 Corinthians 3:13  We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites 

from seeing the end of what was passing away. 14  But their minds were made dull, for to this day the 

same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only in Christ is it 

taken away. 15  Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16  But whenever anyone 

turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord 

is, there is freedom. 18  And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 

transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

 

Paul uses the events of Exodus 34:29-35 to illustrate his point about the contrast between the 

Law of Moses and the Gospel of Christ.  When Moses came down from receiving the law on 

Mount Sinai his face shown with the glory of God.  This frightened the Israelites so Moses put a 

veil over his face to partially obscure the glory.  This glory would fade with time but would 

return whenever Moses went to talk with God.  He would remove the veil to commune with the 

Lord and replace it when he talked with the people so they would not clearly see the glory of 

God on his face and be afraid. 

 

While the Law showed the glory of God, it could not save.  It could only reveal that we are 

sinners, separated from the holy God.  Thus Paul calls it “the ministry that brought death” and 

“condemns” (3:7, 9).  The Law exposes sin and the hopeless condition of the human heart.  The 

Gospel reveals the remedy for sin through the death and resurrection of Christ.  The glory that 

came on Moses’ face was temporary and faded away, but the glory revealed in the Gospel is 

permanent!   

 

Those who still try to earn salvation by obeying the Law still have a veil hiding the glory of the 

gospel.  They do not see the wonderful promise of salvation found in the free grace of God.  

When a person comes to Christ, the Holy Spirit takes away the veil so they can see and receive 

freedom in Christ.  True Christian freedom is not expressed in doing whatever YOU want to do, 

but the freedom to do what the LORD wants you to do – something that was impossible when 

you were living in your sins. 

 

Because of this change in the believers’ life, they radiate the glory of Christ.  And unlike the 

glory on Moses’ face which faded away, the glory of the believer is “ever-increasing” as each 

day we are transformed more into the image of Christ. 

 


