
1 PETER: A WORD TO COUPLES 

Thursday, August 1 

Reading: 1 Peter 3:1-7 
 

1 Peter 3:1  Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do  
not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2  when they  
see the purity and reverence of your lives. 

 

Peter is not trying to give us a complete theology of marriage. He is presenting another example of 

suffering for Christ. A wife in Roman society had no legal status. She “belonged” to her husband. When 

a wife would get saved her unbelieving husband might abuse her for her faith. Once again Peter’s advice 

is for them to submit, following the example of Christ (“in the same way” refers back to 2:21). 

 

Instead of being a “nag” to her unbelieving husband, Peter instructs the Christian wife to witness to him 

by her godly life. The purity, obedience, and respect of a Christian wife for her unsaved husband are a 

stronger testimony than constantly preaching at him. A godly wife will then have opportunities to share 

her faith as he becomes more and more impressed by her actions and attitude. 

 

Like today’s society, the Roman world was obsessed with outward beauty. While these things are not 

condemned, they should not be the major focus of a believer. The inward beauty of purity and a gentle 

and quiet spirit emulate the Lord Jesus (see Matthew 11:29). While the world prizes fancy clothes and 

costly jewelry, a woman with these spiritual qualities is precious in the sight of God. Peter does not state 

that women should not wear jewelry or nice clothes; he is saying that they should not look at these as the 

mark of true beauty. Their unbelieving husbands will be won to Christ by their love rather than by their 

looks. 

 

A godly husband is to always think of his wife’s needs first (‘considerate’) and treat her with respect. 

The “weaker partner” simply means that women generally possess less physical strength then men and it 

is her husband’s duty to protect her from harm. There is no hint of inferiority here as they are both equal 

heirs in salvation. An improper husband/wife relationship will interrupt their relationship with God. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Wives, Submit Yourselves to Your Husbands.” “Peter’s word of hope to women (and 

to everyone who takes a beating for faith) is trust in God. This does not mean that God expects women 

to accept physical abuse in marriage. Women who live with men who show a pattern of physical abuse 

should seek professional help. They should withdraw to a safe place and seek to protect other family 

members from harm. An abusive person will never be helped or ‘saved’ by appeasement or giving in to 

the abuse. Breaking the cycle of abuse can only start when the abused person gets help.” 
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LESSON TWO: “Like Sarah Who Obeyed Abraham.” It is interesting that Peter chooses Sarah as the 

example wives should follow. There were times when she doubted Abraham and even God. She was not 

always what she should have been (see Genesis 16-21). Sarah was a real woman! While she did not 

always live up to godly standards, the pattern of her life was one of faith and submission. This is an 

encouragement for wives as they see that Sarah was not a doormat for Abraham to trample on. She stood 

up for herself and gave her opinion in the marriage. If Christian wives follow the godly example of 

Sarah their lives will be marked by good works and not by fear of what their husbands might do. Their 

trust will be in God!   
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THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalm 129-132; 2 Corinthians 5 


