
LUKE: LOST AND FOUND 

Wednesday, August 19 

Reading: Luke 15 
 

Luke 15:7  I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner  
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

 

The setting of these parables is important to help us understand them. Jesus is surrounded by the 

“dregs” of Jewish society (at least according to the Pharisees). These self-righteous religious 

leaders can’t understand why Jesus would bother to associate with such ‘riff-raff.’ In response, 

Jesus tells them three parables. 

 

We often call this the Parable of the Prodigal Son, but it is really about the forgiving father.  

Jesus told these three parables as a unit to show the love and forgiveness of our heavenly Father. 

In the first parable, 1 sheep out of 100 is lost. Yet the shepherd searches for the sheep until it is 

found. In the second, it is 1 out of 10 coins that is lost. Again there is a diligent search and 

rejoicing when it is found. 

 

In the last and longer parable it is a son that is lost - really both sons are lost in different ways. 

The younger son wastes his father’s inheritance on wild living. He then hits on hard times and is 

forced to feed pigs to survive (Pigs were unclean animals and would not even be touched by 

good Jews). He finally comes to his senses and returns home destitute begging to simply become 

his father’s servant. That the father sees his son coming when “he was still a long way off” tells 

us that he has been watching for him every day to welcome him with open arms. He dresses him 

as befits a loyal son and throws a celebration because he “was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.” 

 

The older son, though he never left home, is also lost because of his self-righteous, prideful 

attitude and his refusal to forgive his prodigal brother. He even resented his father’s forgiveness 

of this “deadbeat” sibling. While the younger brother represents the “the tax collectors and 

sinners” who were listening, the older brother obviously pictures the Pharisees and teachers of 

the Law who had no concern for the lost people around them. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. In a few chapters, Jesus will proclaim that “the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that 

which was lost” (Luke 19:10). These parables prove His point! God is pictured as a loving 

shepherd who seeks for the one lamb who has gone astray. He is pictured as the woman who 

goes to great lengths to find her missing coin. And He is pictured as a loving Father who 

waits patiently and longs for His lost son to come home. Each story ends with rejoicing over 

the lost being found. Have you had a reason to rejoice over someone being spiritual “found” 

lately? We should all be involved in searching for the lost and bringing them to the Savior. 

We need to join the angels for a lot more celebrating in our church families! 

 

2. Like the older brother, we can be just as lost living within the Father’s house. We may be 

regular church attenders and work for the Lord. But our motives are selfish and we tend to 

look down on others who are not doing things our way (15:29-30). Whether we have strayed 

or stayed, it is the attitude of our hearts and the love of the Father that makes all the 

difference.  
 

READ THE NT: Colossians 4 


