
WITNESSING FOR THE LORD 

Wednesday, August 18 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:9  They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  

10  and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us  

from the coming wrath. 
 

Paul knew that the Thessalonian saints were chosen by God because of the way they had 

received the gospel when it was preached to them. They did not receive the gospel as the words 

of men but as the power of God (cf. 2:13; Romans 1:16). When they heard the gospel the Holy 

Spirit began to work in their hearts. The Spirit used God’s Word to convict hearts and turn them 

to Christ. The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to make people children of God.  

 

The Thessalonians had seen the gospel in action. Paul and his companions had lived the truth of 

the gospel before them. They had witnessed firsthand how Paul responded to persecution. Now 

they were following his lead. Of course, the example they were actually following was that of 

Jesus Christ Himself. To imitate Christ means that one’s whole life is dedicated to living as 

Christ did, thinking as Christ thought, and doing what Christ did. Because of their joy in the 

Holy Spirit in the midst of persecution the Thessalonian believers had become an example 

throughout Greece. Paul said their testimony rang out like the sounding of a trumpet. 

 

They had TURNED TO GOD FROM IDOLS. They abandoned the things they used to trust in 

because they found true satisfaction in God. True repentance is giving up the empty things that 

used to please you and turning to God for the joy and satisfaction that only He can give. This is 

not a one-time practice, but a life-long commitment. Believers must constantly repent and turn 

away from their old habits.  

 

Now they SERVE THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD.  Before, they had served worthless idols 

that could never satisfy. Upon salvation, the Holy Spirit brings joy and fulfillment as believers 

serve the only real Source of life. 

 

Finally, believers WAIT FOR HIS SON FROM HEAVEN. By turning from the pagan temples 

and serving Christ, the Thessalonians had suffered much from their community. They were 

attacked from all sides! The Jews who had attacked Paul were against them. Their neighbors, 

who feared their betrayal of the gods would bring wrath on them, turned against them. The city 

government, concerned over how the proclamation of Jesus as king would affect their status with 

Rome, was against them. Yet these faithful saints had a hope in the future that sustained them. 

The same Jesus who rose from the dead would one day return to establish His kingdom. While 

they may experience the ‘wrath’ of the world, they would be saved from “the coming wrath.” 

They would not experience the wrath of God! Because of Christ’s work on the cross and the 

confirmation of His resurrection, Christians need never fear the wrath of God. They have been 

delivered from it – past, present, and future.   

 

What would people say is your testimony for Christ? Are there some things in your life you need 

to “turn from” because they interfere with your commitment to Christ? What are you doing to 

serve the Lord as you wait for His return? 
 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Proverbs 22-24; Galatians 6 


