
ROMANS: QUESTIONING THE POTTER 

Saturday, August 17 

Reading: Romans 9:17-33 
 

Romans 9:20  But who are you, a human being, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to the  

one who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?’ ” 21  Does not the potter have the right to make  

out of the same lump of clay some pottery for special purposes and some for common use? 
 

Paul continues his defense of God’s sovereignty by referring to the Pharaoh of the exodus. 

Pharaoh assumed that since he was supreme ruler of Egypt everything he did was by his free 

choice. However, God told Moses that everything occurred just as He had planned to fulfill His 

purpose. God had brought Pharaoh to power so that God’s power might be shown. In Exodus, it 

is recorded ten times that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart (cf. 4:21; 7:3, 13). It also informs us that 

Pharaoh hardened his own heart (Exodus 8:32; 9:34). Here is the tension between the 

sovereignty of God and the free will of man. While God is in complete control, humanity is still 

responsible for their actions. 

 

Those who question God must remember that He is the Creator. Like a potter who makes a 

decorative vase and a garbage can out of the same lump of clay, God has every right to do with 

His creation what He wills. It is not the worth of the clay but the potter’s purpose and design that 

determines what it will become. So God’s choices are based on His purposes, not our opinions or 

deeds.  

 

God displays His wrath on some, not because He delights to do so, but as the just punishment for 

sin. God displays His mercy on some so that His glory might be seen. In the final analysis, the 

sovereignty of God is not a matter for human debate. If God is really God, then He must be in 

complete control of everything. Our limited minds cannot comprehend the full mind and purpose 

of the infinite God. 

 

Paul now returns to the subject that Israel’s rejection of Christ was part of God’s plan. He quotes 

from the prophets Hosea and Isaiah to prove that it had been predicted in the Old Testament. 

Israel’s rejection was part of God’s plan to call Gentiles to salvation. But God is not done with 

the Jews as a remnant will be saved.  

 

Salvation has always been by faith. The Gentiles, who had not received God’s law, received 

salvation because they accepted it by faith. The Jews, however, pursued a relationship with God 

based on obedience to the law. Thus when Jesus came the Jews did not accept Him as their 

Messiah. Jesus was not what they expected because the salvation He offered was not based on 

works but on faith in His sacrifice alone. Thus they stumbled over Him like a “rock of offense” 

and missed their opportunity for salvation; but those who put their faith in Him will never be 

disappointed in their decision. 

 

LESSON: “Why Does God Still Blame Us?” Some people try to twist God’s sovereignty to 

mean that ‘since God is in complete control, than anything I do is not my fault since I’m simply 

doing what God made me to do. It’s not my fault! It’s God’s fault!’ They do not say this because 

they have a sincere desire to understand God. It is merely an excuse for their own sinful 

behavior. Don’t make excuses for your sin, but trust God to help shape you into an “object of 

mercy” to show His glory. 
 


