
LUKE: JESUS THE SON OF MAN 

Monday, August 17 

Reading: Luke 1-2 
 

Luke 1:3  With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning,  

I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4  so that you may know  

the certainty of the things you have been taught. 
 

The gospel of Luke presents Jesus as the Son of Man come to save all people. It was written for a 

Gentile audience, in particular a man named Theophilus (Luke 1:1-4). The name Theophilus 

means ‘lover of God’ and his title ‘most excellent’ was used of Roman officials. Apparently he 

was a Roman official who wanted to know the truth about the life and ministry of Jesus. 

 

AUTHOR: Luke was a physician (Colossians 4:14). He was a companion of the Apostle Paul on 

several of his missionary journeys and also travelled with Paul on his voyage to Rome as a 

prisoner. As Paul sat in a Roman dungeon awaiting his execution he would write that “only Luke 

is with me” (2 Timothy 4:11). Unlike the other gospel writers, Luke was a Gentile and was not 

an eyewitness to Jesus’ earthly life. But he carefully investigated it, talking to those who had 

known Jesus and wrote “an orderly account” of His life under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

 

OUTLINE OF LUKE 

(1)  The Son of Man’s Preparation   Luke 1:1 – 4:13     

(2)  The Son of Man’s Ministry in Galilee  Luke 4:14 – 9:50 

(3)  The Son of Man’s Journey to Jerusalem Luke 9:51 – 19:27 

(4)  The Son of Man’s Ministry in Jerusalem Luke 19:28 – 21:38    

   (5)  The Son of Man’s Death & Resurrection Luke 22-24 

 

Luke gives special attention to several themes in his gospel  

(1) One of Luke’s favorite words is AMAZEMENT. He constantly records how individuals and 

crowds are amazed at the teachings and actions of Jesus.  
 

(2) RADICAL REVERSAL – This is the idea that the kingdom of God is often the opposite of 

what people expect. As Jesus would say many times, “the first will be last.” This idea is also 

shown in how those who should have understood often do not and those who shouldn’t ‘get it’ 

DO! We see this in the old priest Zechariah who doubts the angel Gabriel’s message while the 

lowly peasant girl Mary accepts Gabriel’s message with obedience and humility. We see this 

idea also in Mary’s song of praise (Luke 1:45-56). Later we see this reversal in Jesus’ rejection 

by the religious leaders while the tax collectors and sinner receive Him with joy.  
 

(3) Luke also has a CONCERN FOR THE MARGINALIZED. For those that Jewish society 

viewed as the lowest class (the poor, women, tax collectors, Gentiles), Luke presents a Savior 

who goes out of His way to love and care for them. Luke’s gospel portrays the compassionate 

heart of Jesus in a very strong way.  
 

(4) PRAYER is also central to Luke’s gospel. We often see Jesus at prayer. This is the only 

gospel that mentions Jesus was praying at His baptism (3:21), praying all night before choosing 

the Twelve (6:12), praying before His transfiguration (9:29), and that He prayed for Peter before 

his denials (22:32). Luke also records several parables on prayer not in the other gospels (ch. 18).  
 

As you read this gospel be amazed at the compassion of Jesus. Look for ways you can 

understand His message and reach out to those in need of physical and spiritual help. And make 

prayer a priority in your life, just as Jesus did. 

 
READ THE NT: Colossians 2 


