
DEVOTIONS FOR MAY 2 CORINTHIANS 12 - GALATIANS 3 
 
 
 

THE CRUCIFIED LIFE 
Thursday, August 17 

Reading: Galatians 2 
 

Galatians 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 

now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21  I do  

not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for 

nothing!” 

 

In his book Six Hours One Friday, Max Lucado gives us a good picture of what some Christians 

believe about Jesus.  He calls their ‘Jesus’ a “Rabbit’s Foot Redeemer.”  Just take him out of 

your pocket and rub him for good luck.  He describes others who see Jesus as a “Monty Hall 

Redeemer.”  They try to “make a deal” with Him.  “For 52 Sundays a year, I’ll put on a costume 

- coat and tie, hat and hose - and I’ll endure any sermon you throw at me.  In exchange, You give 

me the grace behind pearly gate number three.”  Both these images of Jesus require NO 

relationship and NO commitment to the Lord. 
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Sadly, this IS the view of many in the Christian world today.  They believe they can pray to get 

their “Get-out-of-Hell Free” card and not have to change the way they live their lives.  This is 

not merely a distortion of the truth taught in Scripture; it is a lie of Satan.  Over and over again, 

the New Testament instructs us that a true Christian will live a separated life - a Crucified Life.  

 

The great preacher A. W. Tozer cited three principles to define what it means to be “crucified 

with Christ.” 
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  First, a crucified person is facing in only one direction.  They can’t turn around to 

see what is behind them.  Too many Christians want Heaven but are still in love with the world.  

They are trying to face in two opposite directions. A true Christian only looks to Christ, not the 

world (see Galatians 6:14).  

 

Second, a crucified person is not going back.  They will never again return to their old life. They 

are dying because of that life.  Likewise, a true Christian will not return to their old sinful ways. 

That lifestyle has died with Christ so we can live a new life through Him (see Romans 6:6-7).  

 

Third, a crucified person has no further plans of their own.  Their former life is over and their 

future has been decided by another.  Christians are people whose destiny has been determined by 

the Savior.  They have died to their own will and now live in the power of the Holy Spirit (see 

Galatians 5:16-18; 24-25).  

 

What kind of “Jesus” do you trust in?  Is He the fake Jesus of your own imagination like those 

described by Lucado?  Or is He the eternal Savior who died for you and calls you to live a 

crucified life for Him?  
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