
WORKING FOR THE LORD 

Tuesday, August 17 

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-4 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:3  We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your 
labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

As Paul begins this letter, he is excited about the testimony of this young, struggling church. His 

words give a picture of a vibrant faith despite heavy persecution. They did not let opposition stop 

them from their mission of serving the Lord and proclaiming the gospel to those around them. 

Despite persecution and the short time he had been with them, they had stood firm. Paul 

expresses his love for them by mentioning his continual prayers of thanksgiving on their behalf. 

Notice that Paul does not thank the believers but thanks God FOR the believers’ faithfulness. 

 

The Apostle lists three areas in which the believers’ work for the Lord is displayed. This is the 

first time Paul uses the triad of faith, hope and love in his writings (see 1 Corinthians 13:13). He 

will use it again at the end of this letter (5:8). Paul’s focus is not on the attributes themselves, but 

what they produce in the believers’ lives. 

 

WORK PRODUCED BY FAITH – Real faith works! The believers’ work for the Lord was 

inspired by their faith. Though salvation is by faith alone, true faith will be evidenced by good 

works (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

 

LABOR PROMOTED BY LOVE – The word Paul uses for “labor” literally means to toil to the 

point of exhaustion. It measures not only the work but the price that is paid. This costly labor 

was performed out of love for Christ. Their work for Christ was not some easy task that they did 

at their convenience. It was a concentrated effort that cost them a lot.    

 

ENDURANCE INSPIRED BY HOPE – The word endurance (hupomone) carries the idea of 

endurance under pressure. These believers were experiencing persecution for their faith but held 

fast to their hope in Christ’s return. This steadfast trust in the return of Christ gave them the 

strength to endure despite the pressure they were facing. 

 

Paul now turns to the reason for their faith, love, and hope. Just as he constantly remembered 

their faithfulness to Christ, so Paul knew of their position in Christ. The reason they could serve 

Christ was because they belonged to Him. 

 

THEY ARE LOVED – The term “loved by God” was used in the Old Testament to refer to Israel 

as God’s chosen people. Now Paul applies it to these Gentile believers. They are the much loved 

children of God. 

 

THEY ARE CHOSEN – Because of His love for them, God choose them. The results of God’s 

choosing them was the faith, love, and hope that they displayed. If we turn this around and say 

that God chose them based on their good works then salvation has become something you can 

earn! The Bible is strongly opposed to this heresy. Good works are the natural fruit of a person 

who has been loved and chosen to be God’s child.  

 

Is your work for the Lord inspired by faith, love, and hope? How does the fact that you are loved 

and chosen by God help you live and serve Him? 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Proverbs 19-21; Galatians 5 


