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Reading: Galatians 1 
 

Galatians 1:10  Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to 

please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ. 11  I want you  

to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. 12  I did not receive it 

from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. 

 

An old fable tells of an elderly man traveling with his boy and a donkey.  As they walked 

through a village the man was leading the donkey and the boy was walking behind.  The 

townspeople said the old man was a fool for not riding, so to please them he climbed up on the 

animal's back.  When they came to the next village, the people said the old man was cruel to let 

the child walk while he enjoyed the ride.  So to please them he got off and set the boy on the 

animal’s back and continued on his way.  In the third village people accused the child of being 

lazy for making the old man walk and the suggestion was made that they both ride.  So the man 

climbed on and they set off again.  In the fourth village the townspeople were indignant at the 

cruelty to the donkey because he was made to carry two people.  The frustrated man was last 

seen carrying the donkey down the road. 

 

You can never please everyone!  Galatians was Paul’s first letter, written soon after his first 

missionary journey.  The big debate was whether Gentiles had to become Jews before they could 

be Christians.  To Paul, this was a perversion of the gospel that he would not tolerate.  A 

majority of this letter is spent in refuting this false doctrine and it made Paul many enemies.  But 

this did not concern him because he was not trying to please people.  His goal was to be pleasing 

to God!  He asserts that the gospel he preached was not his own invention or anyone else’s.  It 

came straight from Christ Himself.  Paul did not change the message to make it more appealing 

to his audience.  He preached exactly what he had received from God. 

 

Too many Christians today are “watering down” the gospel in an attempt to make it fit the 

culture or be more attractive to people.  To do this, they must invariably leave out part of the 

message.  Many times what is left out is the blood of Christ or the fact that we are all sinners.  

These people are preaching what Paul calls “a different gospel – which is really no gospel at all” 

(1:6-7).  It has no saving power!  The gospel is not meant to be attractive by worldly standards.  

It shows people that the world’s philosophy is wrong, that they are hopeless sinners in desperate 

need of the Savior!  Let’s not be “people pleasers.”  Let’s focus on being servants of Christ – 

seeking his approval and his pleasure. 
 
 


