
REVELATION: FALLEN EMPIRES & FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS 

Thursday, August 15 

Reading: Revelation 17:9-18 
 

Revelation 17:14  They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because  
he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.”  

 

John next describes how Satan worked through past kingdoms to lead God’s people astray. 

Mountains and kings are often used to represent entire empires. Here the seven heads of the beast 

(and the kings and hills) stand for the empires that have persecuted God’s people through the 

ages. “Five have fallen” – these are the kingdoms of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and 

Greece. “One is” – when John wrote this, Rome was in power. Each of these empires were the 

great power in their day and they all persecuted God’s people. “The other has not yet come” – 

this is speaking of Antichrist and his kingdom. Notice again John tells us his kingdom will last 

only a “little while” (7 years to be exact) and that he is “going to destruction.” 

 

The ten horns on the beast represent the rulers of a coalition of ten nations that will rule with 

Antichrist. They appear to begin as equals but will relinquish their power and give it to 

Antichrist. Together they will support the false church’s war against Christ. They will continue 

this war until Christ returns and defeats them at Armageddon. Unlike these kings who merely act 

as Antichrist’s henchmen, those who return with the King of kings are “called, chosen, and 

faithful.” 

 

In the middle of the Tribulation, Antichrist and his henchmen will turn on the false church and 

utterly destroy it. With the destruction of the world church, Antichrist will set himself up as 

‘god’ and demand the world worship him (2 Thessalonians 2:4). But even the destruction of this 

false church is orchestrated by God. “For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish His 

purpose…until God’s words are fulfilled.” 

 

LESSON ONE: “With Him Will Be His Called, Chosen, and Faithful Followers.” When Christ 

returns in victory we shall return with Him. Notice these words used to describe God’s saints. 

We are CALLED. It is the Holy Spirit who calls us to salvation, (John 6:44). God calls us to a 

holy life (2 Timothy 1:9) and calls us to His eternal glory in Christ Jesus (1 Peter 5:10). We are 

CHOSEN. God chose us because of His grace and mercy, not because of anything we have done. 

We were chosen to be “holy and blameless” and “for the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:4-14). 

We are FAITHFUL. We can be faithful only because of the Holy Spirit’s work in our hearts. He 

works God’s will in our lives so one day we will hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant. 

Enter into the joy of your Lord” (Matthew 25:21). Are you living as a child of the victorious 

King of kings and Lord of lords? 

 

LESSON TWO: “They Will Bring Her To Ruin, Leave Her Naked, Eat Her Flesh, and Burn Her 

with Fire.” This graphic description of the destruction of the false church gives us a vivid picture 

of Satan’s character. When he is through using people, he turns on them and destroys them. That 

is how he works! His ultimate plan is always to destroy. Remember Jesus’ words in John 10:10: 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full.” Have you ever allowed Satan to use you to hurt or destroy others? What can 

you do to stop this from happening again? How can you have the full life that Christ wants to 

give you? 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Proverbs 13-15; Galatians 2 


