
DEVOTIONS FOR MAY 2 CORINTHIANS 12 - GALATIANS 3 
 
 
 

PASSING THE TEST 

Tuesday, August 15 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 13 
 

2 Corinthians 13:5  Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you  

not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test?...10  This is why I write  

these things when I am absent, that when I come I may not have to be harsh in my use of authority— 

the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down. 

 

All sorts of things are tested to prove that they are genuine.  Jason Kersten, author of the book 

The Art of Making Money, gives several tests to be sure the currency you receive is not 

counterfeit.  “The best way to tell if money is real or fake is always by feel,” he says.  He also 

explains about looking for the watermarks and security strips.  The use of black lights is also 

very handy. 
1
  Over the past few years, the government has added other features and changes to 

make counterfeiting more difficult.  They want to be sure people have confidence that their 

money is real and worth something.  We expect EVERYTHING that has value to be tested.  

  

Throughout this letter, Paul has been defending his apostleship.  The false teachers were trying to 

convince the church that they had it right and Paul was all wrong.  They demanded that Paul 

prove himself to them.  Now the apostle turns the tables on these doubters.  He proclaims that 

they need to “prove” that THEIR faith is real!  The very fact that the Corinthians were saved was 

proof that Paul’s ministry was true since he is the one who had brought the gospel to them. 

 

As believers, we need to constantly examine ourselves to see if our actions measure up to the 

position we have as children of God.   If Christ is indeed living in us, there will be evidence in 

our lives.  What do we need to examine? 

 

While this list is not exhaustive, the following questions may be helpful as we examine our lives. 

 

1. Do we have a sensitivity and sorrow over sin in our lives? (1 John 1:7-10) 

2. Do we have a desire for righteousness and holiness in our lives? (Matthew 5:6) 

3. Do we strive to live obedient lives to God and His Word? (Luke 6:46; John 14:15,    

    23-24) 

4. Are our lives characterized by love for God and for others? (1 John 3:14-17; 4:7-21) 

 

A faith that is not tested is a faith that cannot be trusted.  Are you passing the authenticity test? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1
  Jason Kersten, with Art Williams.“How To Detect Counterfeit Money”  @ 

http://www.jasonkersten.com/How%20to%20Detect%20Counterfeit%20Money.html 


