
SAMUEL: THE BOY EVERYONE OVERLOOKED 

Sunday, August 15 

Reading: 1 Samuel 16 
 

1 Samuel 16:6  When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed stands 

here before the LORD." 7  But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height,  

for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." 
 

Though rejected by God, Samuel still cared for Saul as shown by his mourning for the king. God 

now calls Samuel to once again anoint a king for Israel. But this time it will be God’s choice and 

not a king like the other nations that the elders had demanded. His arrival in Bethlehem brings 

much apprehension. “Why has God’s prophet come to our little town?” Samuel assures them that 

he comes in peace to offer a sacrifice. He does not tell them of God’s secret mission to anoint a 

new king. 

 

Samuel falls into the same mistake the people had earlier made. He sees Jesse’s handsome and 

strong son Eliab and thinks this is surely the Lord’s choice. However, God tells the prophet not 

to judge by outward appearances. God was looking at the heart and this was not a man after his 

own heart. Neither are Jesse’s other sons that pass before Samuel. 

 

The one God chose was overlooked by everyone else. His father did not consider him important 

enough to bring him in from the fields. His brothers would later ridicule and shun him when he 

asked about the challenge of Goliath (17:28-29). King Saul would initially reject his offer to 

fight the giant because he was just a boy (17:33). Everyone seemed to overlook this shepherd 

boy. But God saw David’s heart and knew that this was the man to lead His people. After 

Samuel anoints David, the prophet passes off the scene and is only mentioned a handful of times. 

The focus is now on David. 

 

After he is anointed king, the Spirit comes upon David to prepare him for what lay ahead. He 

uses the talents God has given him to defend his father’s sheep and play and sing for the glory of 

God. This is noticed by the royal court and David is brought in to soothe King Saul. Now that 

God’s Spirit has left, Saul is plagued by evil spirits. David’s singing gives him relief and David 

enters the king’s service. Here he learns firsthand the duties, temptations, and trials of being 

king. 

 

Do we judge people by outward appearance or do we see them through God’s eyes? 

 

Do you ever feel overlooked?  Remember that God sees your heart. 
 

Hebrews 6:10  God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him  

as you have helped His people and continue to help them. 
 

Saul’s attendants call David “a brave man and a warrior. He speaks well and is a fine-looking 

man. And the Lord is with him” (v. 18).  How would people describe you if asked? Would they 

be able to see that the Lord is with you? 
 


