
REVELATION: SATAN’S SCARLET HARLOT 

Wednesday, August 14 

Reading: Revelation 17:1-8 
 

Revelation 17:3  Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a  

woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names… 
 

I believe a rebuilt city of Babylon will be the capital of Antichrist’s kingdom during the 

Tribulation. In Revelation 17, we see “religious” Babylon pictured as a “scarlet harlot” riding the 

beast (Antichrist). John is about to receive more detail of the destruction of Antichrist’s kingdom 

mentioned in the seventh bowl judgment. 

 

Antichrist will use a one world religion to control the kingdoms of the world during the first half 

of the 7-year Tribulation. The world is described as being “intoxicated with the wine of her 

adulteries.” This false religion will appeal to the sinful nature of humanity. The prostitute is 

dressed in royal fashion indicating this false church will get rich from the “worship” of the 

people of the world. It will even have victory over those “who bore testimony to Jesus” for a 

time. The power and influence of this false church will come from Antichrist and Satan.   

 

LESSON ONE: “Babylon the Great.” False religion began with the Tower of Babel. It was there 

that mankind tried to defy God’s command to fill the earth and “build a tower whose top is in the 

heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole 

earth” (Genesis 11:4). Many of the idols worshiped by the people in the Bible times sprang from 

Babylon’s false religion. All false religion focuses on man achieving “salvation” by his own 

efforts and power. This final religion will be the culmination of all Satan’s false religions 

through the centuries. A basic way to spot a false religion is to ask two questions: (1) “Who is 

Jesus?” The right answer is that He is the eternal Son of God. All false religions twist this truth. 

(2) How does a person receive eternal life? The answer is by grace through faith – plus nothing 

and minus nothing. If a religion says you have to do anything to earn your salvation it is a lie! 

The best way to spot the false is to know the truth of God’s Word. 

 

LESSON TWO: “The Beast Once Was, Now Is Not, And Yet Will Come Up Out of the Abyss.” 

This final false religion gets its power and support from the Antichrist – Satan’s counterfeit of 

the Lord Jesus. Notice how even this description mimics that of the Lord “Who was and is and is 

to come” (Revelation 1:4, 8; 4:8; 11:17). It reminds us of the event described in chapter 13 where 

Antichrist will appear to be killed and then imitate Christ’s resurrection. But it will not be a true 

resurrection. I believe that after the “fatal wound” he is indwelt by Satan Himself. That is why 

John says he comes up “out of the Abyss.” But there is no doubt about who he is or his ultimate 

destiny. He is not the world’s savior. He comes from the pit of hell and will end up in the lake of 

fire. Even today Satan tries to mimic the truth of God. He wants his false teaching to be as close 

to the truth as possible and still lead people away from God. We must be ever watchful and know 

God and His Word so well that we can spot Satan’s imitations. What imitations of God’s truth do 

we hear preached today? What false religions are close to the truth but distort who Jesus is and 

how a person can get saved? We need to study God’s Word which will make us “wise for 

salvation” and is “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness”  

(2 Timothy 3:15-16). 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Proverbs 10-12; Galatians 1 


