
SAMUEL: THE BLAME GAME 

Saturday, August 14 

Reading: 1 Samuel 15 
 

1 Samuel 15:22  But Samuel replied: "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as  
in obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 
23  For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected 
the word of the LORD, he has rejected you as king." 
 

Though God said his kingdom would not endure (13:14), Saul was still responsible to follow 

God’s commands. The Amalekites had been enemies of Israel since the exodus from Egypt 

under Moses. God had waited hundreds of years but now His judgment would fall. The Lord 

orders Saul to totally destroy the Amalekites – people, animals, cities - everything was devoted 

to God and was to be destroyed. 

 

Instead of obeying the Lord’s command, Saul and his army leave King Agag alive and save the 

best of the sheep and cattle. “Everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed” 

(15:9).  To top it off, Saul erects “a monument in his own honor” after only partially obeying 

God’s commands (15:12). 

 

When Samuel arrived to confront Saul, the king acts as if he has done nothing wrong. “The Lord 

bless you! I have carried out the Lord’s instructions” was his response. If that were true, Samuel 

asked why he hears the bleating of sheep and the lowing of cattle! Saul blames the people for this 

breach in obeying God’s word. THEY saved the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to God. But Samuel 

doesn’t buy it! He knows who is responsible and over Saul’s protests reminds the king that 

obedience is more important than any sacrifice. Without an obedient heart, the sacrifice is 

meaningless. In fact, it is the same as witchcraft and idolatry! 

 

Saul’s “I have sinned” is not genuine repentance. He is still making excuses for his sin and only 

wants Samuel to worship with him so he will have honor in the sight of the people. He is still 

only concerned about himself and how he looks to others. Though Samuel does finally agree to 

worship with Saul, he also finishes the job Saul had failed to complete by killing King Agag 

(which of itself is a rebuke of Saul before the people). His statements and their final parting 

make it clear that God has utterly rejected Saul. 

 

When confronted with his disobedience, Saul tried to blame others for his sin. Do we ever make 

excuses for our sinful actions? Do we try to pass the blame on to others? To the environment we 

live in? To the way we were raised? Etc…Would it not be better if we acknowledged our guilt 

and repented right away? 

 

Saul tried to excuse his sin of keeping the best of the animals by claiming they were for a 

sacrifice to God. He was trying to hide behind a false appearance of being religious. Do we ever 

try to cover up the disobedience in our lives by doing things at church? Do we try to hide our sin 

behind the veneer of religion? 

 

Saul cared nothing about the word of Samuel or the worship of the Lord. He had to be the center 

of attention! Do we ever get caught up in the “Me-first” society we live in? How can we break 

these tendencies to live for ourselves instead of serving the Lord through serving others? 
 


