
REVELATION: A THIEF IN THE NIGHT 

Tuesday, August 13 

Reading: Revelation 16:12-21 
 

Revelation 16:15  “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed,  

so as not to go naked and be shamefully exposed.”  
 

The last two bowl judgments prepare the world for the final war against God and His people and 

complete the destruction of Babylon, the kingdom of Antichrist. The armies of the world join 

together against God culminating in a final assault on Jerusalem. The sixth bowl judgment dries 

up the Euphrates River allowing “the kings of the east (the Oriental world) complete access to 

Israel. Satan’s evil emissaries will convince the world that they can defeat God, destroy His 

people and His city Jerusalem. His forces will gather at his base camp in the valley of Megiddo 

(Armageddon) in northern Israel. Interestingly, this area has been the site of over 200 battles 

throughout history. 

 

The last bowl judgment brings an end to Satan’s kingdom led by Antichrist. An earthquake 

shakes the world. Cities fall and islands and mountains are moved. Huge hailstones fall from the 

sky and crush people. But again mankind will curse God and refuse to repent. They will instead 

side with Antichrist to their own destruction. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Look, I Come Like a Thief.” In the middle of his description concerning the 

‘war’ of Armageddon, John records this statement from Jesus. While His judgment will come as 

suddenly and unexpectedly as a thief for unbelievers, those who love Christ should be ready. To 

“go naked” was a mark of shame. Captives were stripped naked by their enemies as were those 

convicted of harlotry. The Romans crucified criminals naked to add to their shame. Believers are 

not to go about spiritually naked. In these last days, they will be blessed if they cling to the hope 

of Christ’s return and keep their lives pure in anticipation of seeing Him face to face. The same 

is true for Christians today. Christ could return at any moment! Will you be rejoicing or ashamed 

when you see Him face to face? 

 

LESSON TWO: “God Remembered Babylon.” When the Bible speaks of God remembering 

someone it does not mean He has a bad memory. In Genesis, we read that “God remembered 

Noah” after the flood (Genesis 8:1). It simply means that God was now about to act on Noah’s 

behalf. Here, it means that God will now act to punish Babylon for its wickedness. Today is a 

day of grace where God does not bring the immediate judgment on sin that it deserves. He is 

giving men and women the opportunity to repent and receive His free gift of salvation. But a day 

is coming when the door to God’s grace will be closed and His final judgment will fall. 
 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not 

wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief… 

(2 Peter 3:9-10) 

 

How should we respond to the fact of God’s final judgment? Have you accepted Christ as your 

Savior and Lord? Do you know others who need to hear the good news today? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Proverbs 7-9; 2 Corinthians 13 


